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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 4-5 September 2021  

IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST– RECENTLY DECEASED:    
 

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH:  Pamela Rowe, Barbara Quinn, Gerard Dornom, Oliver Clayton, Bill Basile, Barbara Prowse, 

Robert Currie, John Cou*s, Pat Hollis and Severino BeAol 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING SICK:  Ben Lobo, Angela Damora, Warren Darbyshire, Stella & family, Deb Neilsen,  

Pauline Curlis, Sean Hill, Valerie Mason, Dominique, Paul Sanderson, Christopher Woolley 
 

Readings this week:  Isaiah 35:4-7;  James 2.1-5; Mark 7.31-37 
  

The Word, Spirit Magazine and “Spirit Extra” are available online at  www.holyspiritparish.org.au 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  

IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE PREMIER AND THE BISHOPS OF VICTORIA,  NO MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED 

ON WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY MORNINGS, SATURDAY EVENING AND SUNDAY MORNING & EVENING UNTIL CURRENT  

RESTRICTIONS ARE EASED. 
 

Readings, Prayers of Intercession and a Gospel reflecFon are included in the word, which is available from the parish web site: 

www.holyspiritparish.org.au/The-Word-NewsleHer 
 

Recorded Masses  available at:  www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Online-Resources   
Important information, Spirit Extra, the Spirit Magazine and other Parish matters are available on the website: 

www.holyspiritparish.org.au 

  

The Parish Office will be CLOSED, staff continue to monitor the phone, mail and emails regularly.  

Please ring the  parish  on 9876 3077 or Email: ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au 

  

Parish Priest: Fr. Arsenio Tuazon    

Pastor Emeritus: Fr. John Dupuche 

       HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY! 



EVENTS THIS COMING WEEK - 6th–12th September 2021 
 

MONDAY  LOCKDOWN CONTINUES 
 

TUESDAY            
    

WEDNESDAY  7.00 pm Rosary via Zoom 
    

THURSDAY  8:00-9:00 pm Choir,  ZOOM  
 

FRIDAY   No mass 
 

SATURDAY  No Mass 
 

SUNDAY   24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

   No Mass 

   7.30-8.45 pm ALPHA via Zoom  

 

 

HOLY SPIRIT ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 11th-12th September 2021  
Web: www.cam.org.au/ringwoodnorth/Parish-Groups/Parish-Rosters 

 

Mass Coordinator:  

6.00 pm:   NO MASSES  9.00 am:       5.00 pm: 

Lectors:  

6.00 pm:     9.00 am:       5.00 pm:   

Welcomers: 

6.00 pm:    

9.00 am:    

5.00 pm:    

Ministers of Communion: 

6.00 pm:   9.00 am:    

5.00 pm:    

Tea & Coffee:    6.00 pm:  9.00 am:    

Garden Maintenance:    

As we resume our “Covid normal” celebraGon of Mass, we will be returning to some of our usual  

pracGces.  Everything we do must be in accordance with the DHHS guidelines, so there will be some changes to 

the way we operate!   We parFcularly need volunteers for the 5pm  Sunday Mass. 

If you would like to volunteer in any way, please contact Ruth: ruth.frangeskakis@cam.org.au 

Holy Spirit Web Site - www.holyspiritparish.org.au: 

Stay in touch with our parish website. 

• “News, Events”: ref menu 

• “How we stay connected”, online resources such as Masses, Prayers, Newsle*ers, Next Zoom: ref home page 

PARISH DATA BASE UPDATE 

Please remember to advise the parish staff of your current phone and email details so we can update 

our database. You can either return the data sheet sent to you or email: Ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au 

Thank you. 

Holy Spirit  is a child safe parish. At Holy Spirit we hold the care, safety and well 

being of children and young people as a central and fundamental  

responsibility of our parish. 



CollecGon NoGce  

For informaGon on the Parish’s policies regarding informaGon collecGon and privacy please refer to: 

h*ps://www.holyspiritparish.org.au/CollecGon-NoGce   

Holy Spirit Parish Vision  
At Holy Spirit Parish, we are an inviGng community inspired by the Holy Spirit;  

welcoming everyone to worship, grow, belong and serve together as Disciples of Christ.  

FIRST EUCHARIST 2021 

Dear Parishioners 

Due to the ongoing uncertainty with Covid restricGons and shutdowns, the planned First  

Eucharist Masses are currently under review. Please keep these children and their families in 

your prayers as they await the outcome. 

Parish 50th anniversary. 
 

Next year marks our 50th Anniversary. We would like expressions of interest from any parishioner who 

would like to join a subcommi*ee to plan our celebraGons in March 2022. 

Please contact the parish Office: ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au or 9876 3077. 

 

 

 

 

 
The September ediGon of the Spirit Magazine is now available on the parish website: 

www.holyspiritparish.org.au/spiritmagazine 

Once again, many great arGcles, photos and reflecGons for you to peruse! 
 

Thanks to our new editor, Yve*e for her wonderful efforts in producing her first  ediGon.!! 

On the Journey this week:  
Fr Joseph Murphy says this gospel foreshadows the liturgical acGon during bapGsm. Mother Hilda on the 

constant stream of li*le things that show love and appreciaGon, Michelle Vass ponders the mystery of 

God’s will for us, and Torrien Lau on falling, geAng back up and repeaGng instead of allowing ego to fool 

ourselves.  Plus, more great music!  Visit www.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au where you can listen 

anyGme and subscribe to weekly shows by email.  

PRIESTS’ RETIREMENT FUND APPEAL 

Due to the conFnuing COVID-19 restricFons and Masses not being able to be said at Parishes, donaFons to the Father’s Day 

appeal can be made through the Priests ReFrement FoundaFon website. 

DonaFons can be made  via debit, credit card or Paypal where the donor’s details are loaded and receipts can be issued. 

The site is www.cam.org.au/foundaFon. Please give so those who have served us can be cared for. 



$2.00per Fcket 
1st Prize Eastland Voucher ...................................................................................Value $1,500 
Eastland Gi" Voucher to the total value of $1,500 

2nd Prize Peak Cycles Voucher ............................................................................Value $1,000 
For all your cycling needs - Peak Cycles Voucher to the total value of $1,000 

3rd Prize JB HiFi Voucher ......................................................................................Value $750 
JB HiFi Gi" card to the total value of $750 

4th Prize Haier 126L Bar Fridge .............................................................................Value $349 
Donated by Swan Air & Cooling to the total value of $349 

5th Prize Flower Pot Florist Voucher ....................................................................Value $200 
Flower Pot Gi" Voucher to the total value of $200 

   HOLY SPIRIT RAFFLE 

   This year, more than ever, we need to sell as many Fckets as possible! 

   Tickets have been delivered  to those on our list. If you have not received  

   Fckets but would like to buy and/or sell  Fckets, please contact the Parish 

   Office 98763077 and we will organize Fckets to be delivered. 

 

In an effort to ensure everyone has a chance to win, please return  raffle Gckets as soon as they are 

sold. Currently, you have the  opGon to complete the credit card payment slip in order to make        

payment or you can now make a bank transfer for payment – how easy! 

 

Once you have either completed the CC slip or transferred the money, simply return the raffle book 

stubs via post to the parish  (or drop in parish le*erbox) at 120  Oban Road Ringwood North.  

Make sure to note on the slip if you have  paid via bank transfer and ensure to include the name the 

transfer is under and the Gcket  numbers. 
 

Bank details –  BSB: 063-167  Account: 0090 3467 

Reference: Surname and Ticket numbers 
 

Any quesGons or concerns, please call Katherine on 0467 056 685 

Lockdown Light—week one 

A weekly series bringing ‘light’ to this 9me of lockdown … 

Well and truly done with sourdough starters? Not interested in another DIY project? To help fill the void during 

lockdown, each week we’ll suggest some inspiring content to bring ‘light’ to this difficult Gme. Pop on the ke*le 

and check out the recommendaGons below. 

  

Podcasts for ChrisFan living 

Quality podcasts naviga9ng marriage and family life 

ParenFng as a team 

This podcast from the Messy Family Project gives some great pracGcal advice on how couples can be truly in 

sync with one another and parent together with unity, respect and God’s grace. Listen at www.bit.ly/

ChrisGanLiving1 

  

GeRng to know your Bible 

Resources to help you explore the Bible  

How to read the Bible 

Ge=ng started: In this short video, Fr Mike Schmitz shares several reasons we should pick up our Bible again, 

see it with fresh eyes and allow it to transform our lives. Watch at www.bit.ly/BibleGeAngStarted1 

Going deeper: In this video, Bishop Robert Barron looks at different approaches to understanding Scripture and 













Prayers of Intercession 
 

We trust in God’s steadfast love and seeking His healing we bring these prayers for ourselves and our 

world. 
 

We pray for the Church;  that God’s people will be a mirror to the world of all that is compassionate and 

loving.  LORD HEAR US 
  

For peace and reconciliaGon among communiGes and naGons where there is conflict especially in Af-

ghanistan;  that those involved will have their hearts and minds opened to the possibility of resoluGon 

through open dialogue and respect for human life. 

LORD HEAR US 
  

For our world;  that all those suffering will experience the healing power of Christ in their lives. 

LORD HEAR US 
 

For all those who are suffering in mind or body;  that the compassion and support of their local commu-

niGes will bring them hope and joy. 

LORD HEAR US 
 

On this Father’s Day, we pray and give thanks and love to all dads and grandads and we especially pray 

and think of those dads who are no longer with us.  May the abundant caring, joy and laughter you bring 

to your children and families grow stronger and deeper each and every day. 

LORD HEAR US. 
 

We pray for those who have died recently and those whose anniversaries of death occur at this Gme:    

Pamela Rowe, Barbara Quinn, Gerard Dornom, Oliver Clayton, Bill Basile, Barbara Prowse, Robert Currie, 

John Cou*s, Pat Hollis and Severino BeAol. 

May they rest in the loving arms and peace of Christ.   

LORD HEAR US 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed  

Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to receive You into 

my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were  

already there, and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

St. Alphonsus Liguori 

ReflecFon:23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time        

“Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that he promised to those 

who love him?”   JAMES 2:5 

What is more important – being rich in faith or rich in possessions?  Society tells us that possessions are 

most important.  God teaches a different lesson.  When we are rich in faith, we keep God first and expe-

rience true joy and peace.  When we put possessions first, we soon realize we can never have enough 

and happiness is fleeGng.  When we put faith over possessions we truly realize it is be*er to give than 

receive. 



FIRST READING          Isaiah 35.4-7 

The ears of the deaf shall be unstopped, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 

4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

“Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 

He will come and save you.” 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 

7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM       Psalm 146.6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10 (R.1) 

 

R. Praise the Lord, my soul! 

 

6 It is the Lord who keeps faith forever, 

7 who executes jusGce for the oppressed; 

who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free. R. 

 

8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind 

and liXs up those who are bowed down; 

the Lord loves the righteous 

9 and watches over the strangers. R. 

 

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow, 

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

10 The Lord will reign forever, 

your God, O Zion, for all generaGons. R. 

 

 



SECOND READING         James 2.1-5 

Has not God chosen the poor to be rich in faith, 

and be heirs of the kingdom? 

A reading from the le*er of James. 

 

1 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouriGsm 

really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 

2 For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, 

and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 

3 and if you take noGce of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, 

“Have a seat here, please,” 

while to the one who is poor you say, 

“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 

4 have you not made disGncGons among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 

5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. 

Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom 

that he has promised to those who love him? 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N          

Alleluia, alleluia 

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom 

and healed all who were sick. 

Alleluia 
 

G O S P E L          Mark 7.31-37 

Jesus has done everything well; 

he even makes those who are deaf to hear and those who are mute to speak. 

A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark. 

 

31 Returning from the region of Tyre, 

Jesus went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, 

in the region of the Decapolis. 

32 They brought to him a man who was deaf 

and who had an impediment in his speech; 

and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 

33 Jesus took him aside in private, away from the crowd, 

and put his fingers into his ears, 

and he spat and touched his tongue. 

34 Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 

“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 

35 And immediately the man’s ears were opened, 

his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 

36 Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; 

but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 

37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying, 

“He has done everything well; 

he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 



REFLECTION 
 

Have you ever spent Gme in the company of people who are deaf and dumb?  

Even if you haven’t, have you realised how precious the giXs of speech and hearing? Unlike us, 

they are cut off completely from the world of sound and have no experience of the conversaGon 

of friends, laughter, and the joy of listening to music. While our sympathy and pity are with the 

man in today’s gospel, nevertheless we regard him as one of the lucky ones to have met Jesus 

who cured him. Jesus gave him a break in life and made him like the rest of us. InteresGngly we 

take for granted our ability to hear and speak but both giXs are meant for a purpose greater than 

human communicaGon. They are also our means of listening to God and speaking his word. This 

is something we should never forget. Whatever we hear and what we say determine to a great 

extent what we do and they make us the persons we are. 
 

This is an occasion to express our concern and care for those who live lonely lives on the margins 

of society because of hearing and speech handicap. More so in our current situaGon due to the 

pandemic. The man resembles the whole human race. His plight is ours as those Gmes we refuse 

to listen to what God is saying to us and act upon it. We all need the healing hand of Christ to 

make us hear and speak the message of God properly. Is it possible that we are like this man  

because of our refusal to give a listening ear to the lonely, the troubled, and the worried? How 

many Gmes have we failed to u*er a word of encouragement, of hope and thanks, or have kept a 

cauGous silence when we should have spoken the truth? Then there are the problems we have in 

speaking those dear to us or neighbours because of a long standing row or simply because of en-

vy, jealousy or pride. What Jesus is saying is that the greatest tragedy of all is not to be born deaf 

and dumb but to have ears and fail to hear, and to have tongues and fail to speak. We need to be 

brought to Jesus for his healing touch which brings encouragement where there is despair,  

communicaGon where there are silences, and companionship where there is loneliness.  

Stay well and healthy. God bless you all. -Fr. Arsenio 

What Makes a Dad     

 

God took  

the strength of a mountain,  

The majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun,  

The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature, 

The comforGng arm of night, 

The wisdom of the ages,  

The power of the eagle's flight, 

The joy of a morning in spring,  

The faith of a mustard seed, 

The paGence of eternity,  

The depth of a family need, 

Then God combined these qualiGes, 

When there was nothing more to add, 

He knew His masterpiece was complete, 

And so,                                                                                                                              

He called it ... Dad 


