
HOLY SPIRIT PARISH 

120 Oban Road, Ringwood North 3134 

Phone:  0434 224 483   Fax:  9879 0642 

Email:   Ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au 

Website:  www.holyspiritparish.org.au 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Jacinta Bibby  Jacinta.bibby@cam.org.au 
 

PARISH SECRETARIES    

Ruth Frangeskakis  ruth.frangeskakis@cam.org.au 

Jenny Philp  jenny.philp@cam.org.au 
 

HIGH SPIRITS COORDINATORS 

E+a D’Souza  Sundays 4-5:00pm (School terms)  

Elma Gama   Sundays 4-5:00pm (School terms)  

 

PARISH HOSTESSES 

Mary Yeo and Kerry O’Leary 
 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL—Holy Spirit  

Duncan Arendse —9876 1103 
 

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM plt@holyspiritparish.org.au  
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Secretary        ppc-sec@holyspiritparish.org.au  
 

FETE COMMITTEE 

John Cilia (Chairperson) -  fete@holyspiritparish.org.au 

 

PARISH OF ST GERARD AND ST ANNE  

St Gerard’s:  McCulloch Street, Warrandyte 3113 

St Anne’s:  54 Knees Road, Park Orchards 3114 

Phone:  9876 1509   Fax:  9876 6179 

Email:   ParkOrchards@cam.org.au 

Website:  www.cam.org.au/parkorchardswarrandyte 

Office Hours:  Tuesday-Friday 9am-3pm, closed Mondays. 
 

PARISH SECRETARIES    

Ana Saro   Tuesday & Wednesday 

Kerry McGowan  Thursday & Friday 
 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL—St. Anne’s  

Michael Edmonds—9876 1533 

 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH EMAIL 

Jacinta will con.nue to  make contact with parishioners via 

email on a weekly basis. If you have not received an email 

but would like to be included in this distribu.on list, please 

email  to let us know at Ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au 

Alterna.vely, please ring the parish mobile 0434 224 483 to 

advise us of your email address. 

This is a great opportunity to update our data base! 

 

ALL SAINTS DAY, 31 October - 1 November 2020 

IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST– RECENTLY DECEASED:  Sr Sesarina (friend of Gabrielle Dwyer) 
 

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH:   Sam Stranges, Kevin Lu@ck, Agnes Dalton, Peg Staff, Ray Pathe, Patricia Bent, Leonard Long, 

Charles Scorgie and Bob Friend 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING SICK:  Ben Lobo, John, Angela Damora, Warren Darbyshire, Claire Snaidero,  

Stella & family, Deb Neilsen, Pauline Curlis, Sean Hill, Valerie Mason 
 

Readings this week:   Rev 7:2-4, 9-14; 1John 3:1-3; MaAhew 5:1-12 
 

The Word, Spirit Magazine and “Spirit Extra” are available online at  www.holyspiritparish.org.au 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE PREMIER AND THE BISHOPS OF VICTORIA, WE CAN NOW CELEBRATE  

MASS IN THE CHAPEL UNDER VERY STRICT GUIDELINES. PLEASE SEE THE NOTICE ON PAGE 2 FOR MORE DETAILS. 

 

Readings, Prayers of Intercession and a Gospel reflec.on are included in the word, which is available from the parish web site: 

www.holyspiritparish.org.au/The-Word-NewsleAer 

 

Recorded Masses  available at:  www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Online-Resources   

Important information, Spirit Extra, the Spirit Magazine and other Parish matters are available on the website: 

www.holyspiritparish.org.au 
  
THE Parish Office remains closed, however, the staff will be monitoring the phone, mail and emails. Please ring the Parish Mo-

bile number: 0434 224 483 and leave your name and contact number and we will return your call as soon as possible.  

Email: ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au 

Parish Priest: Fr. Arsenio Tuazon        



Dear Holy Spirit Parish, 
 

With the further liDing of restricEons, Fr Arsenio will be able to celebrate Eucharist with a small gath-

ering of TEN people under very strict guidelines, these have been approved by Archbishop Comensoli. 
 

Under no circumstances should anyone awai.ng test verifica.on, including Clergy (even without  

presen.ng symptoms) aAend a church or parish seNng un.l a diagnosis is confirmed. Addi.onally, 

under no circumstances should anyone aAend who is closely connected to people who are awai.ng 

test results or who have tested posi.ve. 
 

The restricEons are as follows: 
 

• You must wear a face mask at all Emes. 
 

• SaniEze your hands on arrival. 
 

 

Mass will be celebrated in the Chapel.  
 

The chairs are not to be moved from the pre marked space. 
 

Fr Arsenio will give instrucEons on receiving Holy Communion during the FracEon Rite. 
 

Communion during covid-19 at this Eme may only be taken by hand. 
 

It is a priority for us to be as fair to all when booking in for mass, you will need to phone and speak 

with Jacinta as we have quesEons and details to obtain from you. 
 

You must live within the 25km radius from Holy Spirit Parish. 
 

All guidelines will be discussed with you when you book in.  

The mass Emes we have at Holy Spirit are: 

Wednesday 4th Nov at 9:30am to book please call on Tuesday 3rd between 8:30—10:30am only.** 

Friday 6th Nov at 9:30am to book please call on Thursday 5th between 8:30—10:30am only.** 

Saturday 7th Nov at 6pm to book please call on Friday 6th between 8:30—10:30am only. ** 

Sunday 8th Nov at 9am to book please call on Saturday 31st between 8:30—10:30am only.** 

** Please note change of .me for bookings** 
 

Please Do Not send an email it is phone bookings Only. 
 

Jacinta Bibby Pastoral Associate Mobile : 0434 224 483 

     The Ready, Set, Pray! Children’s Liturgy of the Word @ Home video 

     series has been created to provide an engaging space for families to 

     encounter Jesus through the Sunday gospel.  

 

     Each week includes an invitaEon for families to create and gather in 

     their own prayer space, to sing, hear the Gospel, pray and respond 

     creaEvely through an acEvity.  

 

     This weekly resource follows the familiar Children’s Liturgy of th 

Word format provided in many parishes – but moved to an online se@ng. It can be used by families in their 

homes, and also by teachers and catechists.  

 

The series consists of 10 weekly sessions of 15-20 minutes duraEon, commencing from Sunday 18th October and 

conEnuing each Sunday unEl Christmas. We hope this experience of gathering for prayer will encourage families in 

this Eme when they cannot gather for parish celebraEons of Eucharist. It is produced by Proclaim: The Office for 

Mission Renewal at the Archdiocese of Melbourne. 

hAps://bit.ly/ReadySetPray 



Holy Spirit Parish Vision  
At Holy Spirit Parish, we are an inviEng community inspired by the Holy Spirit;  

welcoming everyone to worship, grow, belong and serve together as Disciples of Christ.  

Holy Spirit  is a child safe parish. At Holy Spirit we hold the care, safety and 

well being of children and young people as a central and fundamental  

responsibility of our parish. 

All Saints Day     
 

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and u!er every kind of evil against you (falsely) because of me.”  - 

Ma!hew 5:11 

We are all at different points on the path to holiness, on ge@ng to Heaven and becoming a saint.  Part of the 

journey is being mocked and ridiculed by others.  When this happens, how do you respond?  Do you become 

silent?  Do you react in anger or do you react with love?  Fortunately, as one Body of Christ, we are united with 

the saints already in Heaven.  Ask your favourite saint for guidance in defending the Faith. 

CollecEon NoEce  

For informaEon on the Parish’s policies regarding informaEon collecEon and privacy please refer to: 

h+ps://www.holyspiritparish.org.au/CollecEon-NoEce   

The Parish will rely  on conEnuing contribuEons through the Thanksgiving  program to meet our              

expenses for day to day operaEons. If you would like to drop your envelope into the office, please ring 

to arrange a drop off or pick up Eme.  

This may be an opportune Eme to change over to Direct Debit or Credit Card contribuEons. Should 

you wish to make this change, please call the parish office on 0434 224 483  

Parish Zoom Chat with Fr Arsenio 
The next fortnightly zoom chat is planned for Wednesday  4th November @ 5 - 5.30 pm 

 

Join with parishioners for a pre-dinner chat on alternate Wednesday evenings. 

It’s a great chance to see familiar faces and catch up on news.  

Holy Spirit Parish's Zoom Mee.ng 

hAps://us02web.zoom.us/j/6319508706?

pwd=WnlNaDZQMzFtMGVvUnV2WDUrelJmQT09 

Mee.ng ID: 631 950 8706    Passcode: 2p7ssZ 

Come alone or bring a family member or friend.   

Please call Mary on 0410 654 357 for tech support if needed. 

ALL WELCOME  

PARISH LETTER & DATA BASE UPDATE 

Please remember to advise the parish staff of your current phone and email details so we can update 

our database. You can either return the data sheet sent to you or email: Ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au 

Thank you. 

EVERGREENS 
Dear Evergreens, 

We have been advised to put our Evergreen acEviEes, (MeeEngs and Social AcEviEes), on hold during the  

Coronavirus  pandemic. We will advise you when we are able to resume. In the meanEme,  take good care 

of yourselves  and please conEnue  to support each other (by phone etc.)  

If any further informaEon is required, please ring Jean-(9876 2204) or Shirley- (9870 1396) 



Holy Spirit Web Site - www.holyspiritparish.org.au: 

Stay in touch with our parish website. 

• “News, Events”: ref menu 

• “Covid 19 News and Updates” (much of which is drawn from Jacinta’s weekly email): ref home page & menu 

• “How we stay connected”, online resources such as Masses, Prayers, Newsle+ers, Next Zoom: ref home page 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH ZOOM ROSARY 

 
Every Tuesday night @ 7- 8 pm 

Join with parishioners in prayer and devo*on to Our Lady  

for the inten*ons of your own heart, our community, our neighbourhood, our city and our world. 

hAps://us02web.zoom.us/j/6319508706?pwd=WnlNaDZQMzFtMGVvUnV2WDUrelJmQT09 

Mee.ng ID: 631 950 8706 Passcode: 2p7ssZ 
Hosted by Ambrose & Philomena Cornelio 

Prayer requests may be emailed to Ambrose: ambrose_cornelio@hotmail.com for inclusion weekly. 

ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND 

A PARISH THAT PRAYS TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER 

NOVEMBER REMEMBRANCES  

During the month of November, the Remembrance book with names of those who have died, will be 

placed on the altar and all will be remembered in our prayers. If you would like to register the names 

of your loved ones who have passed into God’s loving care to be included in the Remembrance Book 

for the month of November, please email or ring the Parish Office 

Ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au or 0434 224 483 .  

Loving God, 

As our senior students prepare to sit their exams, please allow them to feel the 

GiDs of the Holy Spirit with them, through Peace, Wisdom and Understanding to 

complete their final exams.  

We ask this in your name Lord.  AMEN 

NOVEMBER REMEMBRANCES  

Please remember the following family and friends of our parishioners in your prayers: 
 

Bill Frangeskakis, Vladas, Elena and Kes Urmelis, Con Canty, Lilian and Raymond Pathe, Colleen & Leo 

Grasby, Family & Friends of M. Nordio., MaryAnne Sco+ and Elizabeth Sco+, Roland Jacinto, Jane  

Jacinto, Marie Jacinto, Diana Gonsalves, Joseph Gonsalves, Grenwell Nunez, Belinda Rodrigues,  

Effe Rodrigues, Violet Demello, Vilma Tinda, Suzie Mascarenhas, Felix Pinto, Catherine Pinto 

Trevor Dsouza, Souls of the Jacinto, D’Souza, Pinto & Rebello families,  

Giovanni De VincenE & Iolanda De VincenE, Secondo Be@ol & Rosa Be@ol 

Margaret Cuskelly and Barry Cuskelly 

Apparently Alex Stables is celebraEng a “Significant Birthday” this week! 

Our love and best wishes to you Alex. 

This week on the Journey: Fr Mark De Ba@sta and our call to holiness, the pathway of life emphasizing spiritual growth, 

divine comfort, suffering and future rewards. Mother Hilda says ignore the incidentals, Pat Keady asks which garments of the 

Holy Spirit you are wearing, and Darren McDowell with strategies to change our family, parish & community cultures. 

Plus more great music! 

Visit www.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au where you can listen anyEme and subscribe to weekly shows by email.  



All Souls Mass  

St Peter Julian Eymard Parish Mooroolbark in conjunc.on with the Lilydale Lawn Cemetery 

and Lilydale Memorial Park will celebrate Mass for All Souls to be livestreamed on Monday 

2 November at 11am.  Details are on the flyer below. 



SZ V[\]^\Z _^ P`ab Ccd[eZf`e H`fg^de 
Once again, we are asking your help to supply Christmas Hampers to the families we visit. Included in 

this noEce is a list of the hampers needed & a list of suggested items for the hampers. We understand 

what a hard year it has been for everyone but any donaEons will be greatly appreciated.  

If you can’t manage a hamper, donaEons of Groceries (as per list), toys & cash would be wonderful.  

If you are able to supply a hamper please contact Joan Ward on 

0400 621 022 or email joanward@optusnet.com.au to tell of your selecEon. It won’t be a problem if 2 

people select the same family it will all be sorted out when we organize the deliveries. 

Time & date for donaEons to be dropped off will be advised later. 
 

Many thanks 



NO ADULTS Male 

child 

Female 

child 

DETAILS   NO ADULTS Male 

child 

Female 

child 

DETAILS 

19 3     Jobseeker   56 1     DSP (M) 

20 1+1 10   Jobseeker (F)   57 1     Pensioner (F) 

22 2 12 Baby ParenEng Payment   58 1     DSP (F) 

23 1     Jobseeker (M)   59 1+1 13,12   Sole Parent 

24 2 5,3   Low Income   60 4     DSP 

25 1     Jobseeker (M)   61 2     DSP 

26 1     Jobseeker (M)   62 1+2     Low income family 

27 1     Jobseeker (M)   63 3+3     Disability Pension-

ers (M&F) invalid 

relaEve (M) 

28 1+1     Jobseeker (F)   64 1 2   DSP (F) 

29 1     DSP (M)   65 1   7 Age Pensioner & 

granddaughter 

30 2     DSP   66 1     DSP (F) 

31 1   Baby 2 Jobseeker (M)   67 1+1     DSP (F) 

32 1     DSP (F)   68 1     DSP (F) 

33 2     DSP   69 1     DSP (F) 

34 1     Jobseeker(F)   70 1     DSP (F) 

35 1     Age Pension(M)   71 1     DSP (F) 

36 2 14   ParenEng Payment   72 2     Age Pension (F) 

37 2   6,5 ParenEng Payment   73 1     Age Pension (F) 

38 2     DSP   74 1+2     Jobseeker (F) 

39 1     DSP (F)   75 1     Jobseeker (F) 

40 1     DSP (F)   76 1     DSP (F) 

41 2     DSP   77 2     DSP (F) & son 

42 1   5 DSP (F)   79 2 8,6   Jobseeker 

43 1 4   Sole Parent   80 1+1     Jobseeker (F) 

44 3     DSP (F)   81 2     DSP 

45 1+1 9   Sole Parent   82 3     DSP (F) 

46 1     Age Pension (F)   83 1     Jobseeker (M) 

47 1     Age Pension (F)   84 1     DSP (M) 

48 1     Jobseeker (F)   85 2     DSP 

49 1+1     Jobseeker (F)   86 1     DSP (F) 

50 2     Disability Pensioner   87 1+1     Carer’s Allowance 

(F) 

51 2     Son & Elderly  

father DSP 

  88 1+1 14   Low income 

52 2+3     Low income family   89 3     DSP (F) 

53 1     Jobseeker (F)   90 1     DSP (F) 

54 1+1 14 Baby Sole Parent (F)   91 1 6,2 10 DSP (F) 

55 1     DSP (M)             

VINNIES HAMPER FAMILY LIST 

Adults 1+1 means 1 adult & an older teenager.   



BECOMING A CATHOLIC – RCIA (Rite of Chris.an Ini.a.on of Adults) 
 

Have you been feeling a nudge in your heart to deepen your relaEonship with God? 

Are you searching for meaning in your life? 

Do you feel restless, without direcEon? 

Are you looking to join a Faith Community? 

Do you want to know more about the Catholic Faith? 

Are you a Catholic who has not been confirmed or received first communion? 

If you answered "YES" to any of these quesEons, 

 

   RCIA may be the answer you are seeking.  

 

THE RCIA PROCESS   

RCIA is the normal way in which adults become full, acEve, parEcipaEng members of the Catholic Church. 

 

The goal of the process is "full communion" which means "full acEve parEcipaEon" in the Eucharist and in the whole 

life of the Catholic faith community. 

 

RCIA helps adults to grow in their relaEonship with God, become familiar with Catholic teachings, get acquainted 

with people in the community and involved in service within the community. 

 

ALREADY BAPTISED? 

Many persons who want to join the Catholic Church have already been bapEsed in another ChrisEan Church. They 

a+end the sessions but do not need to be bapEsed again. 

 

FIRST STEP - A PERIOD OF ENQUIRY 

The RCIA process is a period of reflecEon, prayer, instrucEon, discernment and formaEon. Those who join the pro-

cess are encouraged to proceed at their own pace, but, on average, the journey takes about 8 - 9 months of weekly 

sessions. 

 

If the candidate wishes, this leads to the recepEon of the Sacraments of BapEsm (if required), ConfirmaEon and Eu-

charist at Easter with an ongoing a+endance at Sunday Mass and observance of Catholic teachings and pracEces. 

 

WHO ELSE IS INVOLVED? 

Besides the RCIA Team, the enEre community who parEcipate in the Sunday Eucharist has a role to play through 

prayer and welcome.  

 

RCIA IS FOR: Adults who are not bapEsed, Adults bapEsed in another ChrisEan church and non-pracEsing Catholics 

wishing to renew faith.   

 

SESSION TIMES: 7:30pm - 9:00pm on a mutually agreed day of the week 

 

RCIA TEAM:   Fr Arsenio Tuazon - Parish Priest,  Lawrence Cecconello and Tina Toomey 

We ask parishioners to please pray for the RCIA Enquirers, Sponsors and Team. 

For further enquiries, please call Tina Toomey on 0418552013  





FIRST READING          Revela.on 7.2-4, 9-14 
There was a great mul�tude that no one could count, from every na�on, 

from all tribes and peoples and languages. 

A reading from the book of RevelaEon. 

 

2 I, John, saw an angel ascending from the rising of the sun, 

having the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels 

who had been given power to damage earth and sea, saying, 

3 “Do not damage the earth or the sea or the trees, 

unEl we have marked the servants of our God with a seal on their foreheads.” 

4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, 

one hundred forty-four thousand, sealed out of every tribe of the people of Israel. 

9 ADer this I looked, and there was a great mulEtude that no one could count,  

from every naEon, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 

10 They cried out in a loud voice, 

“SalvaEon belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

11 And all the angels stood around the throne, 

around the elders and the four living creatures; 

they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, singing, 

12 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, 

“Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” 

14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.”  

Then he said to me, 

“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; 

they have washed their robes 

and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM       Psalm 24.1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 (R.7c+10b) 
 

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 
 

1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 

the world, and those who live in it; 

2 for he has founded it on the seas, 

and established it on the river. R. 

 

3 Who shall ascend the mountain of the Lord? 

And who shall stand in his holy place? 

4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, 

who do not liD up their souls to what is false. R. 

 

5 They will receive blessing from the Lord, 

and vindicaEon from the God of their salvaEon. 

6 Such is the company of those who seek him, 

who seek the face of the God of Jacob. R. 

 

 

 



SECOND READING           1 John 3.1-3 
When God is revealed, we will see God as he is. 

A reading from the first le+er of John. 

 

1 See what love the Father has given us, 

that we should be called children of God; 

and that is what we are. 

The reason the world does not know us 

is that it did not know him. 

2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; 

what we will be has not yet been revealed. 

What we do know is this: 

when he is revealed, we will be like him, 

for we will see him as he is. 

3 And all who have this hope in God purify themselves, 

just as he is pure. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N         MaAhew 11:28 
 

Alleluia, alleluia 

Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened, 

and I will give you rest, says the Lord 

Alleluia 

 

GOSPEL            MaAhew 5.1-12a 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven. 

A reading from the holy gospel according to Ma+hew. 

 

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; 

and aDer he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, 

for they will be comforted. 

5 “Blessed are the meek, 

for they will inherit the earth. 

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they will be filled. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, 

for they will receive mercy. 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they will see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they will be called children of God. 

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you 

and persecute you and u+er all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 

12 Rejoice and be glad, 

for your reward is great in heaven.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Father: 

Bearing in mind the challenges before us, and in company with all the saints, we pray to you our heavenly Father. 
 

Reader: 
 

We pray for the Church; that she may bear witness to the holiness of God in the lives of her members.  

LORD HEAR US. 
 

For our priests and bishops; that they may be welcomed into the joy of the Father’s kingdom and hear Christ say to 

them: “Well done good and faithful servant”. LORD HEAR US. 
 

Loving God, as our senior students prepare to sit their VCE exams, please allow them to feel the GiDs of the Holy 

Spirit with them, through Peace, Wisdom and Understanding to complete  their final exams. LORD HEAR US. 
 

For those who are sick, and those who care for them; that they may be comforted and strengthened by the exam-

ple of the great saints who imitated Jesus’ concern for those who were sick in mind and body. LORD HEAR US. 
 

We pray for ChrisEans throughout the world who are persecuted for their faith: may they find their  

heavenly reward. LORD HEAR US. 
 

We pray for those who mourn: that they will be supported and comforted in their Eme of grief.  LORD HEAR US 
 

We pray for those who have died recently, Sr Sesarina, those remembered in the November IntenEons, 

and those whose anniversaries of death occur at this Eme:  Sam Stranges, Kevin Lu@ck, Agnes Dalton, 

Peg Staff, Ray Pathe, Patricia Bent, Leonard Long, Charles Scorgie and Bob Friend.  May they rest in the 

loving arms and peace of Christ.   LORD HEAR US 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION,  
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed 

Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to receive 

You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You 

were already there, and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

St. Alphonsus Liguori 

ReflecEon.  

We are given a glimpse into our ulEmate future as we celebrate the glory of countless millions of people 

who won through the centuries, have gone home to God. Those who are now gathered in heaven with 

Christ were men and women who worked and suffered for the love of God. They took their faith seriously 

enough to allow it to shape their lives in order to complete the task that God has given them. Those who 

are canonised are only a fracEon of God's friends. In the hard experience of life they managed to keep 

their sights on the living God, trusEng that he would work all things for the good. Their outstanding quali-

ty was faithful perseverance in the long and painful task.  

This gospel paints a picture of the qualiEes Jesus considers necessary for making a person a saint. He lets 

us see the value of a humbly daily life and how precious it can be if we 

take up our cross and follow him. The saints are put before us for our 

imitaEon to show us the way and point out the path we have to travel. 

All Saints' Day gives us fresh courage to renew our commitment and to 

thank God for giving ordinary people like us the ability to become 

saints. As we honour the saints, we pray that where they are, we also 

may one day be.                                       

  -Fr. Arsenio   


