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A Few Good Men

One of the activities planned for our
40th anniversary celebration is to put
together a video display of parish
history and life, as it has evolved over
the 40 years.

This has meant primarily collecting old
photos, documents and some video
footage of various aspects of parish
life (school, evergreens, fete ..... ) and
assembling this material onto some
sort of DVD presentation. Additionally,
we had the idea to ‘interview’ each of
the Parish Priests, past and present, to
get their thoughts, views, insights and
aspirations during their tenure at Holy
Spirit. They were all asked similar
contextual questions, the interviews
were recorded and I hope to be able
to display these in the near future.

On reflection, and after having
completed the interviews with all 5

gentlemen (Fr) Jim Nippard, Father
Kevin Mogg, Father Allan Mithen,
Father Eugene San and Father Shibu
Joseph), I came to the realization of
how fortunate we (Holy Spirit Parish
Community) have been as a whole.

Each individual, as they responded to
the various questions, brought to the
fore their own unique and wonderful
values, philosophies and ideologies.
Whilst each responded to a particular
question in their own unique way, the
underlying concept of “strength of
faith” was subtly but firmly evident.
And on further reflection, I now have
a more complete picture of how this
parish and its strength of spirit, vitality
and community has grown from the
early ‘pioneering’ days to what we
have today, and all this is primarily
due to the enormous qualities of these
men.

Of course this is not to detract from
the colossal efforts of especially the
founding members of the parish, and
that continues to this day with our
current batch of helpers, but these men
provided the spark, the impetus, the
encouragement, the empowerment
and the vision which has stood the
parish in great stead from day one to
our present day.

So in summary, what started out as
an exercise in purely recording some
interviews, has provided me with
valuable insight into what has shaped
this parish and what continues to make
it tick. I feel very honoured, privileged
and blessed to have been able to share
a few golden moments with each man
and hope to be able to bring a glimpse
of this sentiment to you soon.

Lawry Cecconello (PPC)
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The New Translation of the Mass - Some Clarifications

Preliminary comment: in this brief
article I wish to give some clarifications
on the new translation. First it must
be noted that throughout their work
the translators have used a literal
translation of the Latin. This was a
directive of the Holy See. Second,
Latin can get away with very long
sentences. The translators have kept
the long sentences, which makes it
very difficult for the celebrant to read
and make sense of.

“And with your spirit” is a literal
translation of the Latin, Et cum spiritu
tuo. I understand the 1973 translation
used this in all languages except
English.

“Consubstantial” comes from a Greek
term of philosophy used by Aristotle
(384-322 BC) and by Christian
theologians. In philosophy ‘substance’
means that which makes a thing
what that thing really is. Probably the
nearest word in English is ‘identity’.
It has nothing to do with the modern
day meaning of substance which refers
to the physical material — a source of
great confusion regarding the doctrine
of transubstantiation as well. Christ is
‘consubstantial’ with the Father, that is,
of the same ‘substance’ as the Father.
The 1973 translation said “of one
being with the Father”. This confusion
is a good reason for using the Apostles
Creed, though it also has a problem as
the next paragraph suggests.

“He descended into hell”. In the Old
Testamentitwasbelieved thateveryone
who died went to Sheol, a grey place of
neither reward nor punishment. When
Jesus died, Matthew says, “The tombs
also were opened, and many bodies
of the saints who had fallen asleep
were raised. After his resurrection
they came out of the tombs and
entered the holy city and appeared to
many.” (Matthew 27:52-53) 1 Peter
3:18,19 says, “[Christ] was put to
death in the flesh, but made alive in

Treeby

the spirit, in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the spirits in
prison.” The creed is saying that Jesus
went to Sheol and brought the souls
of the just to share in his resurrection
victory. Eucharistic Prayer IV speaks
of Christ’s ‘descent to the realm of the
dead’ which avoids the confusion of
our thinking of ‘hell’ as the place of
eternal punishment — with flames.

“Incarnate” in the Nicene Creed and
elsewhere comes from the Latin carnis
meaning flesh. The Word took flesh of
the Virgin Mary by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

“Lord God of hosts” in the Preface.
In this context, ‘hosts’ refers to a large
number of people. Inthe Old Testament
it often refers to armies. It does not
refer to the host of communion.

“... blood of the new and eternal
covenant ... poured out for you and
for many” The 1973 version had “for
all”’. The Latin is pro multis which
literally means for many. Nicholas
King SJ says, “The Semitic languages
that underlie our text use ‘many’ to
imply a very large number, virtually
everybody.” (Nicholas King SJ Lost,
and found, in translation, in The Tablet,
19 November 2011). In Matthew’s
account of the Last Supper, Jesus says,
“... my blood of the covenant which is
poured out for many”. Mark also says
“for many”. This refers to Isaiah 53:12
which says the suffering servant “bore
the sin of many”. The Eucharistic
prayers make it clear in other places
that Jesus died for all. We need to be
careful not to take every word literally,
but allow for metaphor and for similar
references to scripture.

“Oblation” comes from the Latin
oblationem, a word which was coined
by the church to indicate the bread
and wine of the Eucharist. When the
church adopted Latin as its official
language in the second century, it
continued to develop the language for
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new ideas and concepts. “Oblation”
is one of those words. In recent times
the church also had to coin words
for aeroplane, television, radar etc.
The 1973 wversion used ‘offering
or ‘sacrifice’. ‘Oblation’ is used in
most of the Eucharistic prayers and
elsewhere.

“all gathered here” in Eucharistic
Prayer 1 and “ those gathered here
before you” in Eucharistic Prayer 1V.
The Latin here is ‘circumstantium’
which literally means ‘standing
around’. This is an instance where
the translators did not use a literal
translation. Nicholas King Sd speaks of
a “coyness about encouraging people
to stand during the Eucharistic Prayer”
and a preference for the “relatively
recent posture of kneeling during the
Eucharistic Prayer”.

“l am not worthy that you should
enter under my roof...”. This refers to
the gospel story of the centurion who
asked Jesus to heal his servant; Jesus
said he would come and heal him, but
the centurion said, “Lord, I am not
worthy to have you come under my
roof; but only speak the word, and
my servant will be healed.”(Matthew
8:8) The new translation has this clear
reference to the gospel whereas the
1973 translation did not do justice to
the Latin prayer. It said, “Lord, | am
not worthy to receive you but only say
the word and I shall be healed.”No,
it does not refer to the roof of the
mouth!

Finally it's worth repeating the words
of Nicholas King SJ. At the beginning
of his article he says, “All translations
fail.” At the end of his article he says,
“Translation is an impossible task”.
When you translate from one language
to another, it’s virtually impossible to
capture all the nuances of the original
language.

Fr Frank O’Dea
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Ruby Anniversary - A parishioner reflects ...

Dear Parishioners

Parish,

Thank you for your jubilee prayer,
which I received from wvery kind
members of our community bearing the
holy communion to us each Sunday.

of Holy Spirit

We, that is, Alan and Danuta Morgan,
with four growing children arrived in
Melbourne, from Christmas Island in
the Indian ocean, in 1963.

The island being the property of
Australia, and purchased from
Singapore not that long before. The
island was rich in phosphate deposits,
but not as high grade as Nauru or
Ocean Island, and in the Pacific ocean
where we had lived previously. The
management of Christmas Island was
given to three governments, Australia,
"New Zealand and Great Britain with
a commissioner representing each
country, and general manager, in
charge of the organisation British
Phosphate Commissioners.

My husband Alan was made that year
the chief accountant on the island. We
spent two years on this beautiful place,
but as I said before, we came back in
1963 to Melbourne and were housed
by the firm in Ringwood North, on
the corner of Wonga Road. The first
thing I was looking for was the catholic
church, which we found in Ringwood
at Our Ladies and school at the same,
which was just what we wanted, for
our growing family. I, myself was even
offered a teaching position, but could
not take it, because everything so new
to me, after 8 years on the islands.

After a few years we moved from East
Ringwood, where previously we bought
a property, back to Ringwood North
and going to church at Our Ladies,
that now we have our own in North
Ringwood and our priest is Father Jim
Nippard, but there was no church, the
church, had to be built at Oban Road.
Right now, the congregation was
celebrating the Holy Catholic Mass, at
Uniting Church, in Kent Street, Father
Jim called me over and asked me to
read the Sunday gospel, needless to
say | was very nervous, as [ have not
read the gospel on Sunday on any of
the islands before, but I managed to
read very well.

As time progressed the lovely and
modern Catholic Church was built and
blessed by the ecumenical priesthood
with Father Jim as the Parish Priest.

The spaciousness of the Church Hall
provided, gave the opportunities for
young people to organise dances
and musical evenings. The altar

was situated at the back of the Hall,
and later, when Father Kevin Mogg
became the parish priest a new and
spacious altar was built, and remained
to this day. Many happy years has
passed, but there was a problem of
the future school which was under
discussion with Father Jim, to which
I have no proper information. But the
school was built later and expanded
successfully to our present time.

The Christmas Eve and Christmas
were beautifully celebrated with
congregation standing inside and
outside the Church. I remember that
the first Holy Mass was said by Father
Jim was under the pines surrounding
the holy place. It was the Christmas
Eve celebration which we all attended.
Apart from Christmas the most
moving celebrations were over Easter,
beginning with Holy Week. The
celebration started on Holy Thursday
followed by Last Supper and Jesus
washing the feet of the apostles. On
Good Friday, we had re-enactment of
the Stations of the Cross, by young
people in the morning and most
moving Passion and Crucifixion of the
Christ later in day. The Saturday was
a Vigil Night for prayers late into the
night. The Easter Sunday was bright
and sunny day to celebrate the rising
of a new life.

Later in the year, when I was teaching
at North Ringwood Primary School
Father Jim came to my classroom and
gave me most wonderful news, that
the College of Cardinals in Vatican
had chosen Carol Wojtywa, the
Polish Cardinal to be the next Pope.
It seemed to me that Jesus is looking
after my native country, which had
been under Russian rule since the end
of 2nd world war.

Father Jim would borrow from me
some suitable Polish records which he
played during the Mass, to me it was
very moving experience, for which I
was grateful, my husband Alan and I
travelled to Europe and songs played in
our Church were familiar to both of us.

In 1976, Father Jim performed a
wedding ceremony in Blackburn
Catholic Church for our eldest
daughter, because she thought that
Holy Spirit Parish was too modern.

Close to 1980 Father Jim left after 35
years of priesthood, we were sorry to
see him go, but wished him all the very
best in an ordinary life.

We decided to leave North Ringwood
in 1981 and move to the country, near
Lakes Entrance.

At the end of 1970, and close to
beginning of next decade of 1980, we
were welcoming Father Kevin Mogg
in North Ringwood who was with us
for 25 years, and with whom we kept
contact, from time to time, when we
were in North Ringwood also visiting
friends. At that time, we belonged
to the parish in Lakes Entrance and
Father Shanly, who also said Mass on
Sunday in the little church of Swan
Reach.

We lived in small settlement caned
Nungurner not far from Lake Victoria
and farmed, raising cattle. It was very
interesting, but very hard work all the
time. The family and friends would
come for visits in the country and we
had Christmas Eve dinner with the
whole family in polish custom, which
our son Stefan taped. After the dinner
we went to Lakes Entrance for the
midnight mass. The other event in our
family was the wedding of our second
daughter Irena, the little church in
Swan Reach, by Father Shanly.

We enjoyed living in the country
very much, but when it was time to
take some of the young calves to the
market, we both felt very sad, but it
was every farmers way to make living.
Time was going very fast, and we
found the constant heavy work too
hard. We stayed in Nungurner for
nearly ten years, and moved back to
our old place of North Ringwood, only
at a different street, but the church of
Holy Spirit with Father Kevin was the
same.

During the first ten years [ for sometime
was taking the children during the
Mass, for Catechism instruction, which
lasted only for fifteen minutes but had
to give up for health reason.

The second event in our parish was
the departure of Father Kevin to
Mornington to St. Macartins Parish, of
which we all were taking with sadness,
but we kept in touch with Father, even
in Mornington. Our new parish priest
was Father Allen Mithen, during
his time [ was a special minister for
communion for sometime, and again
for health reasons had to give up this
very important parish task.

Later Father Allen became ill, and had
to resign as the Parish Priest of three
parishes of St. Gerard and St. Annes
and Holy Spirit.

Now I rely on Holy Spirit Sunday
Communion for strength and support
in my daily life because of my health
problems.

Mrs Danuta Morgan
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A snapshot!!

Nawme: Kathy Clark

Role inv the Parishi Pastoral Associate at
St Gevowd/St Anwne’s Pawrisiv

My earliest memory... finding my treasured red tricyele under the
Christmas tree.

At school | always... played on the Jungle Gywm.

My first friendship was... Patricia. we Llearned trish dancing
tooether.

My father always told me... how proud he is of me.
My mother always told me... “Don't worry. Just do Your best.”

| wish | had... writtew down the bed-time storvies that my munm used to tell us about her
Little dog, Spot.

| wish | hadn't... given up learning the plano.

My most humiliating moment... whew | addressed someone by the wrong name.
My happiest moment... the birth of each of my children.

At home | cook... because | have to!

My drink of choice is... coffee.

My favourite gadget is... my coffee plunger.

Friends say | am... kind.

If only | could... run a marathon. Run anywhere!

My favourite game is... rugby (Real rugby. Not that league stuff!!)

The last big belly laugh | had... watching Ronnie Corbett’s Blackberry sketch.
What | don't find amusing is... people tn clioues excluding others.

I'm always being asked... “What’s that accent?”

The book that changed my life... Autoblography of St Thérese of Lisleux.

At the moment I'm reading... “The Alchemist” by Paul Coelho.

If | were a car I'd be... a Lexus, comfortable ano sofe.

| often wonder about... how a politician’s mind works.

331 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood

Leigh Fisher — Branch Manager

For 24 hour service and enquiries please
TOBIN BROTHERS

FUNERALS contact our Funeral Advice Line on 9500 0900.

Fixed Price Funeral Plan now available online
at www.tobinbrothers.com.au or
call 9500 0900 for an appointment
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Opening of new School building 30/11/11

Wednesday 30th November 2011 saw the
official opening of the new Senior Building at
Holy Spirit Community School. The school
expressed gratitude to the Federal Government
for their financial support through the ‘Building
the Educational Revolution’ funding.

CEOM representative Richard Anderson
attended, Principal Peter Camilleri spoke
and Fr Joe blessed the building as the school
leaders, children and parents watched on
with pride. The building was open for a walk
through for the next thirty minutes for any
parents interested to take a closer look at this
wonderful new facility.
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The moment our eyes
are opened

A leading concert pianist, who is also a devout
Catholic, has always been perturbed by a particular
aspect of the Mass. Here he explores what he
believes is the most profound moment in the
commemoration of the Last Supper

Vatican II called the Mass "the summit
towards which the activity of the
Church is directed; at the same time
it is the font from which all her power
flows" (Sacrosanctum Concilium 1:10).
For Catholics it is there around every
corner of their lives: 50 punctuating
rest-stops through the year's Sundays,
as well as baptisms, confirmations,
funerals, marriages ... and, for many
people, that casual midweek Mass
caught hastily between a business
meeting and a half a sandwich.

Libraries of volumes have been written
about every aspect of its practice (its
liturgy, its theology, its history, its music)
over many centuries. It was one of the
most hotly disputed topics for debate
(and, it has to be said, torture and
killing) during the Reformation period
- and not just between Catholics and
Protestants. Reformers fought bitterly
among themselves too regarding this
issue.

In the course of the centuries every
word, particularly. of the "moment"
of consecration, has been dissected
within a jot and title of its life. "This
is my Body": yes, but at which exact
point does the wafer of wheat and
water become a spiritual nuclear
bomb? If the priest died before saying
the word "body" (or said just the "b"
of that word) would the elemental
change have taken place? Such points
seem arcane in the extreme, unless you
really do believe what the catechism
tells you; then they could be the most
important words of life heard during
your brief life on earth.

All of that for another occasion, and
another writer, please. But there is one
detail among all the details - one grain
of sand on the beach - which I've never
seen discussed, except in passing;
and it's a point which seems to me
of greater significance than a grain of
sand — indeed more like a cornerstone
of the whole devotional building. I've

been to thousands of Masses in my
life so far, and something bothers me
every time. At the absolute central
point of importance, the moment of
consecration, the priest tells us that
Christ did something ... and then we
don't do it.

Here are all the wversions of the
moment in question in the Bible: In
Matthew 26:26 — "While they were
eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and
after blessing it he broke it, gave it to
the disciples, and said, 'Take, eat; this
is my body"' In Mark 14:22 — "While
they were eating, he took a loaf of
bread, and after blessing it he broke it,
gave it to them, and said, 'Take; this is
my body"' In Luke 22:19 — "Then he
took a loaf of bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
them, saying, 'This is my body, which
is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me":' In 1
Corinthians 11:23-24 - "For I received
from the Lord what I also handed on
to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night when he was betrayed took a
loaf of bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, 'This is
my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me"'

Here is the same moment in the
Tridentine Rite:

Qui pridie quam pateretur, accepit
panem in sanctas ac venerabiles
manus suas, et elevatis oculis in
caelum ad te Deum Patrem suum
omnipotentem, tibi gratias agens,
benedixit, fregit, deditque discipulis
suis, dicens: Accipite, et manducate
ex hoc omnes: Hoc est enim Corpus
Meum."

("Who, the day before he suffered,
took bread into his holy and venerable
hands; and with his eyes lifted to
heaven to you, God, his Almighty
Father, giving thanks to you, he blessed
it, broke it, and gave it to his disciples,

i

Detail of The Last Supper, c. 1390,
by Agnolo Gaddi (c. 1350-96).
Lindenau Museum, Altenburg,
Germany. Photo: Bridgeman

saying: Take and eat of this, all of you,
for this is My Body")

He “broke the bread” but we don't -
at least not at the same moment. The
priest waits until the Agnus Dei to break
the consecrated wafer, which is quite a
while after the Consecration. Indeed it
is after the Eucharistic Prayer, after the
Lord's Prayer, after the sign of peace -
just before Communion. Yet it is quite
clear from all the sources, scriptural
and liturgical, that the piece of bread
at the Last Supper was broken before
the words were said.

Does this matter? Let us go in
imagination to the Upper Room and
watch Christ as he performs this action.
It is the Feast of Unleavened Bread
in the Jewish calendar, the Passover.
He is not holding a wafer and speak
ing words over it, around it, into it:
no, it is much more dramatic than
that. In fact, it’s pure, brilliant, utterly
compelling theatre. “This [breaking
the unleavened, crisp bread] is my
body!” It's the action of breaking the
bread not the bread itself to which his
words seem to apply. THIS is what
will happen to my body - crack! He is
acting out his self-giving sacrifice in a
sort of mime.

And itdoesn’t end there. “This [pouring
the red wine into the cup] is my blood:’
This is what will happen to my blood.
It will pour out from my hands and
my feet, and especially from my side.
[ don’t think it is the fermented grape
juice in the chalice which is so much
the object of his “This” but rather the
action of pouring out blood-like wine,
capable of staining Jesus’ garments at
supper as it will stain them when the
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lance pierces his side the following
afternoon. He adds: “Do this in
memory of me” - do what? Break,
crack the bread; pour out the wine.
This is truly symbolism of a sacrifice
more than of a meal. When we do
this, says St Paul, we “proclaim the
Lord’s death” (1 Corinthians 11:26).
Ah, indeed. By cracking the wafer we
literally show forth (act out) his death
in the mime he left us, and thus we
renew his sacrifice. Furthermore, when
St Paul complains of the Corinthians
indulging in a meal without “discerning
the body” (1 Corinthians 11:29),
maybe he meant it literally. They
were concentrating on the supper -
on the eating of bread and drinking
of wine - rather than on the breaking
of bread and pouring out of wine.
They had sidelined the significance
of the dramatic reenactment left to us

by Christ - in his broken body, in his
blood shed.

It changes completely and significantly
our approach to the Mass. It needn’t
and shouldn’t affect our belief that
something happens to the substance of
bread and wine, but perhaps it makes
such a transformation less of a magical
act and more an integrated part of the
liturgical experience. It makes tactile
sense of the physical properties of
the elements chosen by Christ for his
unique act of remembrance.

It also has an ecumenical dimension.
It explores a profound symbolism,
which would have intrigued Luther,
Cranmer and Calvin; it moves away
from specifying too absolutely when
the change takes place, which might
appeal to the Orthodox Churches
that find Rome’s legalism a stumbling

block; and, for Catholics, it renews
understanding of the Mass as a
sacrifice, as well as giving an example
of the supreme liturgist in action: Jesus
Christ.

There is one moment in Scripture that
[ haven’t yet mentioned - the account
of the journey to Emmaus after the
Resurrection, related in St Luke’s
gospel (Luke 24). It is a fitting note
on which to finish because Christ’s
conversation left the disciples in the
dark, even though “were not our
hearts burning within us”; and it wasn’t
through eating or drinking either that
their eyes were opened. No, before
the risen Christ disappeared from their
sight we are told that they came to
recognise him “in the breaking of the
bread”
W Stephen Hough is a concert pianist
The Tablet April 2009

Ministry for Communion to the Sick

An opportunity to enhance your life whilst being of service to others

There have recently been requests in The Word for people
to volunteer as Ministers of Communion to the Sick.

I can understand how people may be reluctant to come
forward for this Ministry as the very name seems quite
daunting, however if you strip it away to being simply
an opportunity to do someone a small favour it appears
quite differently.

If you have the time on a Sunday (about two hours after
0900 Mass approximately every eight weeks), you have
the opportunity to enrich your own life by rendering
what may seem like a small service to you, but is in fact
facilitating an enormous comfort in the lives of others.

Currently it is not possible for me to take part in this
opportunity, however I urge anyone who does have the
required “free time” after 9AM Mass on a Sunday to
consider offering your services. You will be amazed at
how much YOU get out of this.

Training is given and when the roster is fully staffed, you
are only required once every eight weeks. You do not
travel alone but will have someone selected to partner
you. This in itself may well give you the opportunity to
form friendships that may not otherwise occur.

Some years back the parish priest at that time asked me
if I could offer an elderly couple a lift to Mass on Sunday.
No big deal, it was roughly on my way —

It turned out to be one of the most rewarding opportunities
of my life. That opportunity that begun as one small
journey lasted twelve years and brought a richness to
myself and my family that was immeasurable, as well as
developing other friendships that may not have happened
if  had not had the need to have “assistant drivers” when
[ was not available.

So, why not give it a try? The worst thing that can happen is
that you find it is not a Ministry for you and you resign?

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Ministers of Holy
Communion to the Sick

You need to be available to
take Communion from the
0900 Sunday Mass and be
available for approximately
two hours every eight
weeks.

KEY SELECTION CRITERIA

A good heart — Doesn’t

even need to be a particularly healthy one! (Probably
preferable if it is, but not essential!) No Work Permits or
Visa’s required.

Current Victorian Drivers Licence would be good but
not essential.

CONTACT 9876 3077 for further information and
informal interview. (That’s a chat)

Helen Konynenburg

lp.

We offer our condolences to all
those in our commmunity who have
experienced the loss of a loved ome.

May it comfort you to know your
community holds you in their
prayers and hearts.
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On Wonder

February 26th, 2012 * 9:17 AM * By Shawna Halevy

“It is open to every man to choose the direction of his striving; and also every man may draw
comfort from Lessing’s fine saying, that the search for truth is more precious than its possession.”

We all know children love asking
the question "why?" We were once
ourselves in a constant state of curiosity.
Unfortunately, we know many people
who, as adults, no longer question or
reflect. Yet the universe depends on
mankind's insatiable desire to discover
truth, and the current deficit of that is
unnatural and detrimental to society.
Not simply that the universe is waiting
on us to create new states of matter,
but that it thrives on creativity per se.
Wondering about something is what
leads to wanting to understand or know
that something. With this knowledge,
be it scientific, social, or artistic, you
now have a greater power to act.
The biosphere, for example, depends
upon, and can only rapidly increase its
power on the planet and beyond by
human cultivation. If this wonderment
dies down, the acquiring of truth and
greater power also ceases.

Let's look at what the state of wonder
is by the way different great minds
describe it:

From Cusa '5 book I of Learned
Ignorance:

"For the naturalists state that a certain
unpleasant sensation in the opening of
the stomach precedes the appetite in
order that, having been stimulated in
this way, the nature (which endeavours
to preserve itself) will replenish
itself. By comparison, [ consider
wondering (on whose account there is
philosophizing) to precede the desire-
for-knowing in order that the intellect
(whose understanding is its being) will
perfect itself by study of truth."

The wonderment we're speaking of is
not the kind that leads to our physical
preservation (at least not in the way
that hunger literally leads to eating,
though we wouldn't have advanced
agriculture if not for wonder,) but to
our spiritual and intellectual survival.
Unlike animals, a large part of human
existence is for the satisfaction of
the soul. This is not too obvious in
today's society where the emphasis is
on success in financial terms, where
"idle curiosity" in an adult is looked

down upon as ivory-tower theorizing
or useless daydreaming. Yet, with this
need for more ethereal fulfilment,
human society still has advanced
magnitudes beyond any animal or
lower species. Not in spite of this need,
but because of it.

How does wonder come about? In
speaking of his personal experience
of discoveries in astronomy, Johannes
Kepler states in his New Astronomy:

"When experience is seen to teach
something different to those who pay
careful attention, namely, that the
planets deviate from a simple circular
path, it gives rise to a powerful sense
of wonder, which at length drives men
to look into causes."

This is strikingly similar to Einstein's
more general statement from his
Autobiographical Notes: "Wonder'
appears to occur when an experience
comes into conflict with a world of
concepts already sufficiently fixed
within us. " Our readers may recall this
is what Lyndon LaRouche identifies
as a crucial paradox, an irony of
the senses, which leads to a creative
discovery.

The human mind lives for these types
of challenges that help, overthrow its
assumptions. It seems impractical to
gaze at the stars and inquire into their
motions, yet the healthy mind craves
these ironies to change the way its
thinking to better reflect reality. What
a lot of people figure nowadays, is
that open-ended questions are for
the philosophers. Well, I've got news
for you, philosophy wasn't paying too
well, so they all got jobs in finance!
The leisure of developing your mind
(which used to only be available to an
upper class) is what a Republic relies
on so that the population can govern
itself. Not only that, the universe relies
on this as well. No system built on
practical ideas of stagnated people
ever flourishes.

So why has the general population
stopped asking "why?" Or gave up on
thinking creatively? Is it because they

Einstein !

already figured it all out? Have all the
answers been discovered? Actually,
when investigating the ultimate truth
of things, every so-called answer leads
to new questions! s this some cruel
Twilight Zone episode or torture from
the ancient Greek gods? Happily,
the universe is not a closed book; so
neither are we fixed and finished in our
development. Our ability to continually
ask "why" reflects the characteristic of
the universe as being antientropic,
alive, growing and progressing at an
accelerated rate to higher and higher
phases. If someone was perfectly
knowledgeable, they would notwonder
or have a desire to know. The same
is the case for ignorant people; they
believe themselves to be in possession
of all they need to know (this is the evil
of ignorance.) Someone who engages
in Philosophy holds an intermediate
state between ignorance and wisdom,
in much the same way that the world
is in a state of becoming. No state of
knowledge is ever perfect, but it can
ever be perfected. Now we're better
prepared to ask: what happened to the
human culture of wonder?

This antientropic nature of the universe
being the case, why the lack of inquiry
and investigation as a common
passion in the culture, if it is not from
the lack of things to figure out? Maybe
there isn't enough time or it takes
too much energy and is just more
trouble than it is worth? There used
to be a rumour that scientific theory
was used for the purpose of saving
time and effort in thinking. There is
truth to the opinion that there can be
physical constraints to thinking: lack of
food, disease, mind-deadening labour
for long hours. But the rumour that
thinking is an inconvenience as if we
would rather want to use a machine
brain for practical efficiency is quite
absurd.

We are naturally inclined as a species
to enjoy the tension of creative
thinking and problem solving; this is
the reason classical art was invented.
It is unnatural to want to find a
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comfort zone where we cruise through
life without a concern in the world.
Not only does the mind atrophy, but
our physical means of existence also
becomes more difficult. Our mind is
geared towards progress, not for any
greedy intention, but because that’s
the way the universe is geared. Value
should be placed on thinking for
achieving quality in life (as opposed to
quantity.) The value of thinking is not
simply for creating more gadgets that
further disconnect one from reality,
but to create a higher platform of
understanding from which to operate
in reality.

The truth is, the act of questioning is
unpopular not because everything
has already been figured out or even
because it is too costly or not practical;
a lot of people lose their intense desire
to know by adulthood because they've
been brainwashed to believe that
everything has been figured out for
them, and so they become practical
minded. The line is: "go along to get
along," conform to group think, don't
rock the boat with revolutions in
thought from original thinkers.

Think back to a child. Is it not most
natural for them to want to know?

Max Planck said: "What, then, does
the child think as he makes these
discoveries? First of all, he wonders.
This feeling of wonderment is the
source and inexhaustible fountain-
head of his desire for knowledge. It
drives the child irresistibly on to solve
the mystery, and if in his attempt he
encounters a causal relationship, he
will not tire of repeating the same
experiment ten times, a hundred times,
in order to taste the thrill of discovery
over and over again."

Only something external and
malicious could prevent that normal

characteristic from continuing. Cultural
warfare, entertainment propaganda,
political pessimism, and artificial
education methods 2 are the main
tools used in our current degenerate
culture to maintain a society at the
level of peasants, barred from thinking
profoundly. What is the solution?

This was the purpose of JFK's manned
Moon mission; to inspired a whole
generation, to liberate the minds of a
generation to think like human beings
again. Free play of the mind is the only
way we could have even thought of
going to the moon in the first place.
Non-linear thinking was encouraged,
creatingan environment for discoveries
of bold ideas, as opposed to coasting
along by applying previous discoveries
in different ways, or worse, using off-
the-shelf-technologies. That optimism
changed the planet. New challenges
were presented in a light that allowed
for confidence in overcoming them.
That is part of the reason why JFK was
assassinated -to kill that optimism. Our
mission today is similar to Kennedy's:
we need a colonization program for
the moon and mars, not only for the
practical purposes of obtaining more
resources and such, but to free the
current population from the cynical
and pessimistic philosophy imposed
on them and catch back up to lead
the development of the universe. With
the unleashing of man's mind, no
problem is intimidating: disease, the
nature of life, hunger, the quantum,
war, the operating principles of the
universe etc ... all can be approached.
Individuals will be stimulated to take
on fundamental questions of 'why'
instead of simply 'how?'

Hence Einstein's advice to a young
man who was going through an
existential phase:

"Then do not stop to think about the
reasons for what you are doing, about
why you are questioning. The important
thingis to not stop questioning. Curiosity
has its own reason for existence. One
cannot help but be in awe when he
contemplates the mysteries of eternity,
of life, of the marvelous structure of
reality. It is enough if one tries merely to
comprehend a little of this mystery each
day. Never lose a holy curiosity. Try not
to become a man of success but rather
try to become a man of value. He is
considered successful in our day who
gets more out of life than he puts in.
But a man of value will give more than
he receives ... Don't stop to marvel."

Life is not about having the right
answers, but about having the right
questions.

Footnotes:

1. "The true value of man is not determined
by his possession, supposed or real, of
Truth, but rather by his sincere exertion
to get to the Truth. It is not possession of
Truth by which he extends his powers and
in which his ever-growing perfectibility is to
be found. Possession makes one passive,
indolent and proud. If God were to hold all
Truth concealed in his right hand, and in
his left only the steady and diligent drive for
Truth, albeit with the proviso that I would
always and forever err in the process,
and to offer me the choice, I would with
all humility take the left hand, and say:
Father, 1 will take this - the Pure Truth is for
You alone. " - Gotthold Ephraim Lessing
"Anti-Goeze" Eine Deuplik 1778

2. "The only thing that interferes with
my learning is my education." - Albert
Einstein.
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The Roots of Forgiveness

Fr Ron Rolheiser

In one of James Carroll's early novels, he offers this poignant
image: A young man is in the delivery room watching his
wife give birth to their baby. The delivery is a difficult one
and she is in danger of dying. As he stands watching,
he is deeply conflicted: He loves his wife, is holding her
hand, and is frantically praying that she not die. Yet the
impending birth of their child and the danger of his wife's
death conspire to make him acutely aware that, deep in his
heart, he has not forgiven her for once being unfaithful to
him. He has expressed his forgiveness to her but he realizes
now, at this moment of extreme crisis, that in his heart he
still has not been able to let go of the hurt and that he has
not truly forgiven her.

As his wife hovers between life and death, he sees in her
face a great tension, a struggle to give birth to someone
even as she desperately struggles not to die. Her agony
accentuates the deeper lines in her face and he sees there a
dual struggle, to give birth and to not die.

Seeing this, he is able to forgive her in his heart. What
moves him is not simple pity but an empathy born of special
insight. His wife's struggle to give birth, while wrestling to
stay alive, highlighted by the agony of her situation, is like a
light shining on her whole life helping to explain everything,
including her infidelity.

And it's the same for all of us: The deepest instinct inside
each of us is the instinct to stay alive, to not petrify, to
not unravel, to struggle against every obstacle so as to
stay alive. Closely tied to that is a congenital pressure, at
every level of body and soul, to give birth, to perpetuate
our own seed, to leave behind some child that's ours, to
create an artifact, to co-create something with God. That
dual pressure ultimately undergirds most everything we do,
inchoately colouring our every motivation and forming the
deep context out of which we act. It's what invites us to
virtue and tempts us to sin. The struggle to stay alive and
to give birth is at the base of both our heroism and our
infidelities.

And it shows in our faces. It shapes the deeper contours of
our countenance. Our faces ultimately reveal who we are,
both at the surface and at our depth.

That can be a frightening thought: It's not consoling to know
that, in the end, we cannot hide our pettiness, greed, lust,
self-centeredness, anger, bitterness, nor even how dull and
bland we are. It shows through, physically. As Jean-Paul
Sartre once affirmed, we create our own faces and, after
age 40, what we are underneath, our virtue and sin, begin
to trump our genetic endowment in terms of what people
see in our faces. People begin to see who we are. And it
isn't the fat cells or the wrinkles that are the most telling.
Selfishness, conceit, and bitterness are no longer cute, after
forty!

Oscar Wilde, in "A Picture of Dorian Gray", makes this
point very powerfully, His hero, Dorian, a young man of
stunning good looks, has his portrait painted by a master
artist who produces a masterpiece. Everyone is taken by

its beauty. But, and this is the catch, the portrait is painted
when Dorian is young, innocent, and of gentle and good
heart. His face in the portrait is beautiful because of these
qualities, not just because of his extraordinary good-looks.
This becomes clear later, when Wilde, in a twist that smacks
of something between magic and a bargain with the devil,
has the portrait of Dorian's face change so that as Dorian
grows vain, lustful, arrogant, and cruel the painting changes
and begins to show his vanity, lust, arrogance, and cruelty.
Dorian hides the painting and only occasionally, in either a
fit of remorse or of utter cynicism, looks at it. And he sees in
his changing face the state of his soul.

And this is true for all of us. Our changing faces reveal
the state of our souls. But this is not as frightening as it
may seem. Unless through long years of dishonesty we
have so perverted ourselves so as to commit what the
Gospels call the unforgiveable sin against the Holy Spirit,
our deepest beauty-lines remain intact. Beneath our aging
genetics, beneath our fat cells and wrinkles, beneath the
greed and self-preoccupation that sin has painted into our
faces, beneath the bitterness put there by every rejections
we've endured, beneath the facade that tries to hide our
weaknesses and infidelities, and underneath even our
virtues and quiet martyrdom, there lies the tension that
lames Carroll's young man saw in his wife as she struggled
to give birth to their child even as she struggled not to die.

That struggle forms the deepest contour of the human face.
Seeing it can give birth to forgiveness.

Contributed by Mary Ryan

A true poem

“Wanderer, your footsteps are
the road, and nothing more;

wanderer, there is no road,
the road is made by walking.

By walking one makes the road,
and upon glancing behind
one sees the path
that never will be trod again.

Wanderer, there is no road—
Only wakes upon the sea.”

—Antonio Machado

Contributed by Maurice Ferdinando
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Taking Responsibility for Ourselves,

= ooz Our World =

Imagine that paper and pencils were distributed right now
and each member of the praying assembly was asked to
answer the question "What is wrong with the world?" How
might you respond? In no time, most of us could probably
fill both sides of the paper with a list of calamities: war,
poverty, homelessness, violence, unemployment, famine,
flood, greed, apathy, crime, global warming, flash mob
vandalism, an out-of-touch hierarchy, child abuse, spousal
abuse, elder abuse, earthquakes and more.

Now, as each of us considers our list, let us also ask, "Who
is to blame for such a broken world?" and "For which of
these incidents of human suffering am I culpable?"

Before we cast blame on a generic scapegoat -- "those
people," liberals, conservatives, Democrats, Republicans,
the younger generation, the "boomers" -- it may prove
helpful to remember the words of the late Peter J. Gomes,
who reminded us that just as the sins of a society begin
with one individual, so the renewal and transformation
of society begins with each individual (The Good Book,
HarperSanFrancisco, 1996). Gomes quoted the old cry,
"Lord, send a revival, and let it begin with me."

Some of the good and upright among us may assert their
innocence and refuse to accept any responsibility for this
world's predicaments. However, it could be argued that
unless each of us plays an active part in alleviating the
evils around us, then we remain complicit. In a word, we
are all accountable for the circumstances in which we find
ourselves.

Gomes has insisted that each of us face life squarely and
admit three things: Evil is real; the good are not as smart
as they think they are; and the good need all the help
they can get n we cannot be good on our own. One of
the first and best defenses against every sort of evil is the
acknowledgement that the good must work together against
it. For that reason, Gomes, a Baptist minister who served
as assistant minister at Harvard Divinity School, highly
recommended the Catholic sacrament of reconciliation.
Confession not only cleanses a person spiritually but it also
names evil for what it is, objectifies it and requires sinners

to take responsibility for it. Once evil has been honestly
engaged, then with God's grace and the support of other
believers, evil can be overcome by goodness.

This action against evil in all its forms is not a swift or easy
process. It is moved forward by the fervour we bring to the
season of Lent now beginning. We come together, sinners
all, to admit the truth of ourselves to God and to one
another. We come together to acknowledge responsibility
for our world and its ills and evils. We come to pray together
and to listen as the sacred texts speak their timeless wisdom
and extend their challenges to all of us.

Through the story of Noah and the great flood, the authors
of Genesis remind us that no one goes it alone in this world.
God has chosen to be bound forever to us and to our world
in a covenantal relationship. This bond offers human beings
and all living creatures a dignity that is to be respected and
preserved. This covenant supersedes all the differences that
divide us and all the controversies that place us at odds with
one another.

Just as Noah and company were preserved in the ark from
the floodwaters, those who are baptized into Christ are
saved through the waters of the sacrament. Reflecting on
this gift, the pseudonymous author of 1 Peter understood
baptism not just as a physical cleansing but also as a spiritual
purification that clears one's conscience for doing what is
right and good.

In a few terse words, the Marcan evangelist has attested
to Jesus' own encounter with evil and the fact that he did
not struggle alone. With the Spirit to guide and inspire him
and with angel messengers to support and strengthen him,
Jesus emerged from this sortie with Satan to announce the
reign of God, which is to be welcomed in repentance and
faith. Today, we are recruited anew in the struggle against
evil. To that end, we acknowledge our responsibility for it
and our willingness to work toward its transformation.

[Patricia Sanchez holds a master's degree in literature and religion
of the Bible from a joint degree program at Columbia University
and Union Theological Seminary in New York. 28/2/2012 wwuw.

Contributed by Maurice Ferdinando
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Catechist Diploma Course 2012

Catholic Education Office Melbourne

The Catholic Education Office Melbourne offers catechists the opportunity to gain the Archdiocesan Catechist Diploma
within a one year course. This diploma accredits catechists to teach religious education to Catholic students beyond the
Catholic school.

The course consists of five units, each of which runs for two days. A number of different presenters lead participants
through the course. The days begin at 9:00 am and conclude at 5:00 pm each day. The course is conducted at Simonds
Hall 120 Toorak Road West South Yarra (Melway Ref 2L D4). This course is offered free of charge.

Further inquiries may be addressed to Kaye Clancy, at the Catholic Education Office on 9267 0398 or
by email: kcla ncy@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au

Course Outline

The Catechist Diploma Course consists of five units Wedt Teverend Zev S omlinier
covering theology and classroom practice. Each unit
runs for two days. The days begin promptly at 9.00 am
and end at 5.00 pm. Attendance at all sessions is a
requirement for completing the unit.

The Course is offered free of charge. 24" February, 2012

In order to obtain a Catechist Diploma catechists must
complete all five units, lesson plans and observation
lessons. Dear Fr Shibu, Mary and all at Holy Spirit Parish,

The Archbishop presents the Catechist Diploma to eligible
catechists at the 11.00 am Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral
in November.

My appointment as Bishop of Sandhurst has
prompted many messages of congratulations, prayers and best
wishes from family, friends, former and future parishioners,
Unit 1 The Living Word bishops and clergy. Many have taken the opportunity of
26 and 27 March 2012 expressing gratitude for my priestly and episcopal ministry.
This unit explores the revelation of God in Jesus and in

scripture, in tradition, life and liturgy. | have found such support and affirmation  of
tremendous value in encouraging me, as | prepare to take up

Unit 2 Exploring Religious Education my ministry as Bishop of Sandhurst.

20 April and 1 May 2012

This unit focuses on approaches to, and methods of, Thank you for your message of congratulations,
teaching. It helps catechists gain skills in managing good wishes and prayers,

religious education classes.

Unit 3 The Living Tradition Yours sincerely in Christ,

18 and 19 June 2012

This unit explores our understanding of the Church, + Q{,"WZ.W@VV

sacraments and sacramentality, and the sacraments of

Penance, Eucharist and Confirmation. Maost Reverend Les Tomlinson DD

Unit 4 Thriving Religious Educators Bishop of Sandhurst Designate
6 and 7 August 2012

This unit promotes the development of teaching and
managing skills.

Unit 5 Come and See

8 and 9 October 2012

This unit examines how the revelation of God impinges
on the way Christians live by considering Evangelii
Nuntiandi, Catechesis Tradendae and the General
Directory for Catechesis.
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A snapshot!!

Name: Arwne McCawrtivy
Role invthe Pawishi Performing Arty Teacher

My earliest memory... is playing with wmy black § white cat called
“Mohican”.

At school | always. .. the youngest.

My first friendship was... with Philippa, wiho moved into my) street when [ was 4.

My father always told me... to eat up all wmy food - chew each mouthful 51
times.

My mother always told me... to clean my teeth.

I wish I had... always eaten my vegies..

| wish | hadn't... tried to give them (the vegles) to the cat..

My most humiliating moment... falling over Ln the iee skating show.
My happiest moment... was reading stories to my children.

At home | cook... pancakes with Maple syrup and berries.

My drink of choice is... Leed coffee.

My favourite gadget is... my canera.

Friends say | am... generous.

If only | could... Live up to that!

My favourite game is... 500.

The last big belly laugh | had... was while watching the IT Crowd: an eplsode called “The Linternet”.
What | don't find amusing is... cleaning the shower.

I'm always being asked... about my diet.

The book that changed my life... Huckleberry Flnn by Mark Twain because it wmade me love
reading,..

At the moment I'm reading... “The Book Thief” by Markus Zusak..
If | were a car 'd be... a ved sports car: Bugattl vVeyron.

| often wonder about... how Long my husband, John, will have to wait to see Melbowrne win another
Prevulership!

BE MY VALENTINE

Insufficient time together is one questioned further, they said the problem men to serve in his armies. Seeing
of the biggest contributors to was insufficient time to communicate! the anguish of the young couples
relationship breakdown. Whether forbidden to marry, St. Valentine
our relationship is flying or sinking, allegedly performed secret weddings
time together is like a balm, in defiance of the Emperor.

healing the bumps and bruises of
life and encouraging feelings of
affection and tenderness. And with
St. Valentine’s Day approaching, it's St. Valentine was a priest in Rome
the perfect opportunity to give the at the time of Emperor Claudius I
gift of time. s o= His association with

We'd all like more hours in the day.
The challenge is to find ways to more
efficiently manage the time we do have
to meet the needs of the most important

He was eventually arrested and
relationships in our lives.

imprisoned. While awaiting
execution, St. Valentine restored the
sight of his jailer's blind daughter.
On the eve of his death, he penned

According to family therapist
Bill Doherty, when couples were
surveyed about the most difficult
part of maintaining a relationship,
the number one item was lack
of time. Even those who listed
communication as the culprit, when

marriage arises from
the story that Claudius
urgent to recruit
soldiers, decreed that all
weddings be suspended
so as to encourage
more single unattached

her a farewell note signing it, “From
your Valentine”.

On February 14, 269 AD he was
beheaded. He is the Patron Saint
of engaged couples and married
lovers.

Ref: www.catholic.org/saints
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Building Faith in € to 11¢

At this age kids’ powers of reasoning strengthen. Facts and information become very important. They want to know
if things are real. This is a time to establish that Jesus lived in a certain time and place in history. If you’re not sure,
don't bluff. Say so, and suggest you explore these things together. Don’t give answers you may need to go back on
later.

Some Characteristics

Influenced by those they

) therefore... use real-life and biblical role models
admire

Belonging to a group is

. therefore... look for opportunities to be with others who have faith
important

Pz pitesslie o by therefore... create opportunities for positive attitudes to be expressed

influence
Icr;fl]t?l izced by ool therefore... include positive examples from that culture (See pages 18-19)
Often say ‘It’s not fair!’ therefore... be fair and consistent and respect their opinion even if you disagree

Sometimes hostile to

B — therefore... balance authority with friendliness

therefore... acknowledge and respect situations which may be outside your control.

O MOl Let them know that God understands

Sensitive to criticism therefore... choose your words carefully

Use these faith building activities with 8 to 11s

* Help them settle into a kids’ club, or church group where faith learning is mixed with good, fun group times.

¢ Toss them a faith challenge like finding a way to include a newcomer or standing up for something good. Assure
them of God’s help and your support. - T

e Ask them to pray for you and share what happens. ,’ ‘\'\‘

* Learn Bible verses together. There are some on page 31. ’ %\?é

* Chat naturally about your faith (your struggles as well as your certainties).

“Raising Kids with Faith”

Scripture Union Aust.
Central Coast NSW 2006

LAWN AN CADEN CARE

Lawn Mowing, Brush Cutting, Weeding, f—r"v7>

Spraying, Hedge Cufting,
Rubbish Removal, Gutter Cleaning
and any odd jolbs

BRIAN COFFEY
0410451589

OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE — AH 9876 3624
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

A Prayer IN Autumn

PRAYER:

The leaves are falling, God, and it’s getting dark so early. It reminds me
that I must quiet down and think of You and Your goodness. You give me
every day and are with me in the bright and the dark times of my life.

May I never forget. Amen.
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Easter Calendar 2012

Tuesday 27th March

7:30pm Combined Parishes Rite of Forgiveness followed by
Individual Reconciliation, St Anne'’s Church

SACRED TRIDUUM (3 days)

Holy Thursday Sth April

10:30am  Children's Mass of the Last Supper,
Holy Spirit Church.

Spm Combined Parishes Mass of the Last Supper:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament to follow until midnight.
Holy Spirit Church

Good Friday 6th April

10.00am  Stations of the Cross, Holy Spirit Parish

10:30am  Ecumenical Stations of the Cross,
Stiggants Reserve, Warrandyte

3pm Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Death,
Holy Spirit Church

3pm Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Death,
St Gerard s Church, Warrandyte

Easter Vigil 7th April

7:00pm Vigil Mass, St Anne'’s Church, Park Orchards
(Includes Lighting of the Easter Fire, Adult Baptism & Reception into the Church.)

8:00pm Vigil Mass, Holy Spirit Church
(Includes Lighting of the Easter Fire, Adult Baptism & Reception into the Church.)
Easter Sunday 8th April
9:00am Easter Mass, Holy Spirit Church
10:30am  Easter Mass, Holy Spirit Church
10:30am  Easter Mass, St Anne'’s Church

ALL WELCOME.






