
2nd Sunday of Advent 4-5 December 2021 

God of our waiting, 
We light these candles to remind us that  

John the Baptist calls us to prepare for the  
coming of  Jesus. 

 
We pray that you may deepen our compassion so that our 

hearts will be open to serve you in all peoples 



 

An invita�on into an Advent of peace, prayer, hope and gladness 
 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

 Advent is a four week season of prepara�on for the coming of Christ at Christmas and it        

always has a theme of looking towards the future coming of Christ at the end �mes.  

In what ways are you preparing a way for the Lord to come into your life? 

 

 
 

Use the Advent Wreath as a focus for prayer.  

Pray for all those who need to hear the word of God in their lives.  

This week, find ways to be ‘good news’ to others,  

especially those who are sick, alienated or marginalized. 
 

 

 
2

nd
 Sunday of Advent -   Luke 3:1-6 

 

3:1  In the fi�eenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pon�us Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 

was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachoni�s, and Lysanias ruler of  

Abilene, 

2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the  

wilderness. 

3  He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a bap�sm of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 

4  as it is wri,en in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

5  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 

straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 

6  and all flesh shall see the salva�on of God.'" 

 

REFLECTION:  Luke wri�ng about John the Bap�st's ministry places the events in the context of �me and history. 

This is first century Pales�ne.  God's message is proclaimed in a world where many voices clamour to be heard.  

 

Whose voice are we listening to?  

God is making the rough places into a plain, but we are called to prepare the way.  

There is a harvest of righteousness when God brings his word to comple�on. This gives us hope. 

We never complete our mission in life – “We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between 

the master builder and the worker. We are workers not master builders...”  Bishop Oscar Romero.  
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Second Sunday of Advent 4-5 December 2021 

IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST– RECENTLY DECEASED:   

 

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH:  Doro Barro, Denis Love, Peter Skuskavnieks, John Patrick, Desmond Gill, Bernie O’Callaghan, 

Josie O’Sullivan and Peter Konynenburg 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING SICK:  Ben Lobo, Angela Damora, Warren Darbyshire, Stella & family, Pauline Curlis,  

Sean Hill, Valerie Mason, Dominique, Paul Sanderson, Kerry O’Leary, Adrian Ness, Dennis Price, Enio Bordignon, 
 

Readings this week:  Baruch 5:1-9; Phil 1:3-6, 8-11; Luke:1-6 
  

The Word, Spirit Magazine and “Spirit Extra” are available online at  www.holyspiritparish.org.au 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE PREMIER AND THE BISHOPS OF VICTORIA,  MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED ON 

WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY MORNINGS, SATURDAY EVENING AND SUNDAY MORNING UNDER STRICT GUIDELINES. 

Please see following page for more details. 
 

Readings, Prayers of Intercession and a Gospel reflec�on are included in the word, which is available from the parish web site: 

www.holyspiritparish.org.au/The-Word-NewsleKer 
 

Recorded Masses  available at:  www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Online-Resources   
Important information, Spirit Extra, the Spirit Magazine and other Parish matters are available on the website: 

www.holyspiritparish.org.au 

 

PLEASE NOTE NEW PHONE DETAILS FOR THE PARISH OFFICE:  70369395  Email: ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au 

 Please contact us if you have any enquiries 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Arsenio Tuazon    

Pastor Emeritus: Fr. John Dupuche 

 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH PHONE NUMBER 
Please note we have transi�oned to the NBN 

phone number of 70369395 permanently. 

Please delete the old numbers from your phone 

directories. They are now disconnected. 



Dear Parishioners, 
 

As we emerge from lockdown, we are pleased to be able to join together to celebrate Mass again. 

Weekend Masses will be celebrated on Saturday at 6pm and Sunday at 9am for fully vaccinated  

parishioners. QR check in and proof of vaccina�on will be required.  NO BOOKING REQUIRED 
 

Sunday Mass for those with unknown vaccina�on status will be celebrated at 5pm each Sunday. 

Maximum capacity is 50.  NO BOOKING REQUIRED 

 

Weekday Mass celebrated Wednesday & Friday mornings at 9:15am in the Chapel. 

THE WEDNESDAY 9:15 MASS WILL BE FOR FULLY  VACCINATED  ONLY.  

FRIDAY MORNING MASS WIL CONTINUE TO BE A “VACCINATION STATUS UNKNOWN” MASS. 

You will s�ll need to book for both days by ringing the Parish Office. 70369395 

 

The chapel will remain open on Wednesday and Friday mornings a�er Mass has been celebrated for  

Private Worship. 
 

You will need to bring your mobile phone to all masses to use the QR code system. If you do not have a 

phone, or your phone does not work with the QR system, there will be COVID Marshals on duty to  

assist.  
 

Please arrive early to ensure you register and are seated well before Fr Arsenio is ready to commence 

Mass. 
 

All Masses will con�nue to be celebrated under guidelines, which have been approved by Archbishop 

Comensoli. 
 

Under no circumstances should anyone awai�ng test verifica�on, including Clergy (even without  

presen�ng symptoms) aKend a church or parish seSng un�l a diagnosis is confirmed. Addi�onally,  

under no circumstances should anyone aKend who is closely connected to people who are awai�ng 

test results or who have tested posi�ve. 
 

The restric�ons are as follows: 

• You must show proof of vaccina�on at “Fully Vaccinated” Masses 

• Masks must be carried. 

• Sani�ze your hands on arrival. 

• Sani�se your hands as you approach Father for communion. 
 

Communion during covid-19 at this �me may only be taken by hand. 

 

For those who might like to read the Archdiocesan Guidelines for parishes, they can be found on the 

CAM website: melbournecatholic.org/covid-19-guidelines 



EVENTS THIS COMING WEEK - 6th-12th December 2021 
 

MONDAY  7.00 pm Vinnies Social Night, Mary Bresnan Room (FULLY VACCINATED) 
 

TUESDAY  9.15-10.00 am Medita�on, Chapel (VACCINATION STATUS UNKNOWN) 

   8.00 pm Charisma�c Prayer Group, Chapel (VACCINATION STATUS UNKNOWN) 
             

WEDNESDAY  9.15 am Mass, Holy Spirit Chapel (FULLY VACCINATED) 

   7.00 pm Rosary via Zoom 
    

THURSDAY  8:00-9:00 pm Choir, Holy Spirit Church (FULLY VACCINATED) 
 

FRIDAY   9.15 am Mass, Holy Spirit Chapel (VACCINATION STATUS UNKNOWN) 
 

SATURDAY  6.00 pm Vigil Mass, Holy Spirit Church (FULLY VACCINATED) 
 

SUNDAY   3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

   9.00 am Mass, Holy Spirit Church (FULLY VACCINATED) 

   5.00 pm Mass, Holy Spirit Church (VACCINATION STATUS UNKNOWN) 

 

 

Collec�on No�ce  

For informa�on on the Parish’s policies regarding informa�on collec�on and privacy please refer to: 

h,ps://www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Collec�on-No�ce   

As we resume our “Covid normal” celebra�on of Mass, we will be returning to most of our usual prac�ces.   

Everything we do must be in accordance with the DHHS guidelines, so there will be some changes to the way 

we operate!    

We are required by the State Health Department and the Archdiocese to provide Covid Marshals at all parish 

masses and events in order for them to take place. If we there is no Covid Marshal, the event cannot  

proceed.   If you are able to assist with being a Covid Marshal please call the parish office urgently on  7036 

9395.  We also need volunteers for all roles for the 5pm  Sunday Mass. 

If you would like to volunteer, please contact Ruth: ruth.frangeskakis@cam.org.au or  

Jenny: jenny.philp@cam.org.au  Phone: 70369395 

Holy Spirit Web Site - www.holyspiritparish.org.au: 

Stay in touch with our parish website. 

• “News, Events”: ref menu 

• “How we stay connected”, online resources such as Masses, Prayers, Newsle,ers, Next Zoom: ref home page 

Holy Spirit  is a child safe parish. At Holy Spirit we hold the care, safety and well 

being of children and young people as a central and fundamental  

responsibility of our parish. 

HOLY SPIRIT ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 11th-12th December 2021 
Web: www.cam.org.au/ringwoodnorth/Parish-Groups/Parish-Rosters 

 

COVID Marshalls:     6.00 pm:  Dominic & Marita North-Coombes 9.00 am:  Don Schroder & Lisa Reyes 

Mass Coordinators:  

6.00 pm:   Yve,e Collins  9.00 am:   Tina Toomey  5.00 pm:  Volunteer please 

Lectors:  

6.00 pm:   Maureen Chamberlin 9.00 am:   Don Schroder 5.00 pm:  Volunteer please 

Welcomers:  

6.00 pm:   Dale Sebire and Maureen Taffe 

9.00 am:   Shelah Batson 

5.00 pm:   Volunteers please 

Tea & Coffee:    6.00 pm:   Volunteers  9.00 am:   Bill and Trish Lanigan 

Daily Mass Books 2022 are available for $25. Please contact Jenny:  70369395 

jenny.philp@cam.org.au if you would like to get a copy. 



PARISH DATA BASE UPDATE 

Please remember to advise the parish staff of your current phone and email details so we can update 

our database. You can either return the data sheet sent to you or email: Ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au 

Thank you. 

Holy Spirit Parish Vision  
At Holy Spirit Parish, we are an invi�ng community inspired by the Holy Spirit;  

welcoming everyone to worship, grow, belong and serve together as Disciples of Christ.  

A few moments of silence 

Last week Father Arsenio reminded us that we begin the Church’s new year today, the First Sunday of 

Advent. And as a way of marking that new year, we shall be asking you to take a moment of personal 

reflec�on a�er each of the 2 readings before the Gospel. This silence is for each of us to reflect on what 

God is invi�ng us to in the reading, and how we might want to respond. So, a�er the First and Second 

Reading, the reader will pause for about 20 seconds before con�nuing. 

RCIA Journey 2021  
Next weekend (12th December) will see the recep�on into the Catholic faith of our Catechumen, 

Deborah Major, a�er many months of journeying through the RCIA program at Holy Spirit.  

When we first met up in November last year, we had virtually no idea of the challenges that 

would confront us as we moved through the program, but credit to our Deborah, she stuck 

through it and carried on to now be well and truly ready to become a full member of the  

Catholic Faith.  

 

The whole of the journey was completed online because of the COVID restric�ons, which did present 

some challenges, but the RCIA team now feels that she is absolutely ready to become part of the Catholic 

community. She deserves all praise and encouragement for her perseverance and single mindedness in 

wan�ng to be part of our community. We would ask the Holy Spirit community to keep this special per-

son very much in our prayers and to welcome her wholeheartedly into our midst. As with our last few 

RCIA candidates, she has shown great resilience, but will need our focused support as she begins her 

journey into her new life of faith. 

 

The RCIA Team 

Christmas volunteers needed! 
 

To prepare for our Christmas Masses, we need volunteers for various roles.  Christmas Masses will be 

celebrated on Christmas Eve: 5pm (Fully Vaccinated); 7:30pm (Fully Vaccinated) and 10:30pm (Fully Vac-

cinated). There will be Carol singing  from 10pm on  

Christmas Eve. Masses on  Christmas Day will be celebrated at 9am (Fully Vaccinated) and 11am 

(Vaccina�on Status Unknown with a maximum of 50). As always, we are looking for people to assist with 

roles in the Masses, however, we also need volunteers to help with seXng up the church. In par�cular, 

we need help on Sunday 12th December a�er 9am Mass to erect the Na�vity Scene, and Sunday 19th 

December to set up extra chairs. 

If you can help with anything, please add your name to the sign up sheets.  

 

Thank you, the Liturgy Team. 

Thank you. 

My family and I would to thank everyone for their calls, messages, cards and flowers on the passing of 

my darling husband Brian. Your caring was of great comfort and very much appreciated. 

Pam Hegarty. 



On the Journey this week: 
Fr Bernard Gordon says this week’s readings call us to be clothed in God’s joy. Mother Hilda says God’s name is 

our name. Fr Mike Delaney remembers childhood sayings that have new meanings as an adult. Darren McDow-

ell discusses the difference between leadership and management with Cathy Kennedy from St Declans Parish 

Penshurst (NSW). Plus, Trish McCarthy, Pete Gilmore, and more great music for Advent!   

Visit www.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au where you can listen any�me and subscribe to weekly shows by 

email.  

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH ZOOM ROSARY 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm 

Mee�ng ID: 631 950 8706 Passcode: 2p7ssZ 
Hosted by Ambrose & Philomena Cornelio 

Prayer requests may be emailed to Ambrose: ambrose_cornelio@hotmail.com for inclusion weekly. 

Tuesday Medita�on  Tuesdays @ 9:15am in the Holy Spirit Chapel.  Numbers are limited, so please register 

with Len on 0401 519 727. 

Please note: this is a “Vaccina�on Status Unknown” session. Maximum allowed in the Chapel is 15. 

Charisma�c Prayer Group   Tuesdays @ 8pm in the Holy Spirit Chapel.     

Numbers are limited, so please register with Jacek or Ann to join in for prayer, praise and worship and fellow-

ship. Enquiries:    Jacek   9870 7625            Ann  0437 127 326 

Please note: this is a “Vaccina�on Status Unknown” session. Maximum allowed in the Chapel is 15. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

On Tuesday 14th December  a Luncheon is being organised for the Ladies of the Parish at Club Ringwood  

523-535 Maroondah Hwy. Ringwood.   If you are available on this day and would like to a,end please contact 

Maureen Taffe  by email: maureentaffe@hotmail.com  or by text, mobile: 0422508637 
 

MENS COFFEE MORNING 

If there are any men out there who would like to meet up for a coffee on a Thursday morning every fortnight at 

10am held at" Food For All Seasons"  254 Yarra St, Warrandyte please contact Terry Taffe by text on mobile 

0418679760 . 

As we all have our freedom now our Zoom chats will no longer con�nue. 

GARDENER NEEDED. 
 

I am looking for a gardener to provide mowing and basic garden maintenance about once a month for  

2-3 hours. I live in Park Orchards. Please call Michael on  9876 3767 if you are interested. 

Catholic bishops welcome Religious Discrimina�on Bill 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has welcomed the introduc�on of the Religious Discrimina�on Bill, which will  

provide basic human rights protec�ons for Australians of all faiths and none to express their beliefs. Archbishop Peter A 

Comensoli, chair of the Bishops Commission for Life, Family and Public Engagement, has commended the bill, saying it 

offers ‘a posi�ve expression of religious freedom’ that will be ‘an important progression towards parity with other an�-

discrimina�on laws in Australia’. For more details please use this link: h,ps://melbournecatholic.org/news/catholic-

bishops-welcome-religious-discrimina�on-bill 



 

Pastoral Care Vacancy 

 

Mercy Health will soon be adver�sing for suitably qualified people to work as pastoral carers at their aged care 

homes, Mercy Place Montrose and Mercy Place Boronia.  These are permanent, part-�me posi�ons.   
 

If you enjoy sharing the lives of older people by helping to nurture their emo�onal and spiritual wellbeing – this 

role may be for you.  You will work closely with the local Catholic parishes and other faith communi�es.   
 

If you or someone you know would like to learn more about this role, please call Michael Taylor on 0417 208 616.   
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
 

Dear Friends in Christ.  The Lord will deliver us from all our sorrows and set us free.  Let us ask him for the 

grace to live in freedom. 
 

For the Church of today;  that she may be blessed with wise and inspira�onal leaders, teachers and 

preachers.  Lord hear us. 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

We pray for our Parish and Community;  may we open our hearts to Jesus and allow him into every as-

pect of our daily lives.  Lord hear us. 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

For children and adolescents dealing with illness and adversity in their lives.  Give them courage and faith 

that the Lord will guide them through difficult �mes.  Lord hear us. 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

We pray for those experiencing loneliness and sadness leading up to Christmas.  Help them discover 

companionship and happiness and a sense of belonging amongst the community at this �me.   

Lord hear us. 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

We pray for the “Take the Way of the Gospel” journey towards missionary renewal, humbly acknowledg-

ing that it will take �me and effort.  May the courage and guidance of the Holy Spirit help us adapt to 

current and ever changing reali�es.  Lord hear us. 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 

For those who have died recently and those whose anniversaries of death occur at this �me:   

Doro Barro, Denis Cove, Peter Skuskavnieks, John Patrick, Desmond Gill, Bernie O’Callaghan, Josie O’Sulli-

van and Peter Konynenburg.   May they rest in the loving arms and peace of Christ.  Lord hear us. 

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed  

Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to receive You into 

my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were  

already there, and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

St. Alphonsus Liguori 

REFLECTION 2
nd

 Sunday of Advent 

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of percep-on, to discern 

what is of value…”  (PHILIPPIANS 1:9-10) 

During the Christmas shopping season it is easy to get caught up in the frenzy of buying gi�s.  But, is that 

“gi�” truly an expression of your love for the other person.  Or, are you just fulfilling your “obliga�on” to 

give them something?  To grow in friendship with someone, you need to spend �me with them, learn 

what is of value to them.  Maybe this year, buy less “stuff” and spend more �me with those you love. 



FIRST READING          Baruch 5.1-9 
God will show your splendour, O Jerusalem, 

everywhere under heaven. 

A reading from the book of the prophet Baruch. 

 

1 Take off the garment of your sorrow and afflic�on, O Jerusalem, 

and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 

2 Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 

put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlas�ng; 

3 for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven. 

4 For God will give you evermore the name, 

“Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” 

5 Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 

look toward the east, 

and see your children gathered from west and east 

at the word of the Holy One, 

rejoicing that God has remembered them. 

6 For they went out from you on foot, 

led away by their enemies; 

but God will bring them back to you, 

carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 

7 For God has ordered that every high mountain 

and the everlas�ng hills be made low 

and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 

so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 

8 The woods and every fragrant tree 

have shaded Israel at God’s command. 

9 For God will lead Israel with joy, 

in the light of his glory, 

with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM       Psalm 126.1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5, 6 (R.3) 

 

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 

2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. R. 

 

Then it was said among the na�ons, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

3 The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. R. 

 

4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 

like the watercourses in the desert of the Negev. 

5 May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. R. 

 

6 Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. R. 



SECOND READING        Philippians 1.3-6, 8-11 
In the day of Christ, may you be pure and blameless. 

A reading from the le,er of Paul to the Philippians. 

 

My brothers and sisters, 

3 I thank my God every �me I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy 

in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel 

from the first day un�l now. 

6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 

will bring it to comple�on by the day of Jesus Christ. 

8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 

with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 

9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 

with knowledge and full insight 

10 so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 

11 having produced the harvest of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N          

Alleluia, alleluia 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 

all people shall see the salva�on of God. 

Alleluia 
 

G O S P E L         Luke 3.1-6 

All flesh shall see the salva%on of God. 

A reading from the gospel according to Luke. 

 

1 In the fi�eenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, 

when Pon�us Pilate was governor of Judea, 

and Herod was ruler of Galilee, 

and his brother Philip 

ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachoni�s, 

and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 

2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 

3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a bap�sm of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 

4 as it is wri,en in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

5 Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth; 

6 and all flesh shall see the salva�on of God.’” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 




